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SENIOR PASTOR’S REPORT
Pastor Deric

There is NO DISPUTING the fact that the pandemic of 2020 and 
its subsequent aftermath stripped our church of momentum.  The 
pandemic struck with a vengeance leaving a general sense of 
fatigue hanging over our city, our world and our church.  Big and 
small changes have shaken our church in the last two years.  We 
have a way to go to regain our vision and our voice.  BUT there 
is NO DISPUTING that the pandemic has delivered one of our 
greatest opportunities EVER.  People are hurting as I have never 
seen, and we can help.  In fact, we, the church, have the answers 
they seek.  I’ll be even bolder.  We are the help the world needs!  

The fact of the matter is that, to some degree, we are in a season 
of rebuilding.  The greatest impact has been to the number of 
people who were in active partnership with us stepping away and 
not returning, more than a few have retired and moved away 
from the city and some have simply fallen through the cracks.  
Sadly, I also have to acknowledge that some left our church family 
in protest for various personal views that may or may not have 
differed from us.  

Let me be quick to point out that I think we are ahead of the 
game as we rebuild.  I don’t think it will take long to return to our 
pre-pandemic levels, but time will tell. Trust the Lord with me to fill 
in the gaps quickly.  I have to admit that there have been times 
when my heart was broken by the loss of anyone significantly 
connected with us, but the Lord has replaced my sadness with 
anticipation at filling the empty seats and equipping new partners 
to take up the reigns with us.   

Lest you think the worst, let me remind you that this past year saw 
the first ever seven weeks of youth camps.  The camps employed 
ten summer students led by Ms. Heidi and Pastor Tom.  When Heidi 
began five years ago, she told me that it has always been her 
plan to lead multiple camps a year.  This last year was a colossal 
success to the Glory of God.  The children and youth-young adult’s 
ministries are regularly adding new families to our church.  

A major focus for me over this last year was leading the way to 
find a Worship Director and begin the search for a Senior Associate 
Pastor.  God graciously brought Adam Hu to us, who like the 
rest of the staff, is in a season of rebuilding our worship teams.  I 
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commend the church family for the outstanding way that you 
have opened your hearts to bless and encourage Adam.  And 
now He has provided our new Senior Associate Pastor, Bryan Lee.  
He’s just settling in, but I anticipate that you will welcome him with 
the same Christian love that you have Adam.  

With Bryan’s arrival I can get back to my priestly, prophetic and 
pastoral duties without the day to day operation responsibility.   
Bryan has three main responsibilities.  (1) Ministry Senior Associate  
(2) Operations (3)  Staff coaching and development.  And there 
are three things  I want to personally impact, God willing, for the 
next three to five years: (1) Deepening and strengthening our 
Gospel effectiveness. (2) Raising up a new generation of leaders. 
(3) Leading the church into an expansion of our facilities. 

As April and I get ready to turn sixty next year, we are planning 
to lean into the home stretch the same way we began in ministry 
nearly forty years ago.  By faith, we started ministry in the poorest 
county in the United States. Our first home was on the coast of 
Maine in a quaint little town called Machias.  We could literally 
sit in the centre of town and watch the seals sunning themselves 
on the rocks.  We had next to nothing, materially speaking.  But 
we knew we were called to serve The Body of Christ.  By faith, in 
the will of God, we plan to keep doing ministry the same way, 
i.e., trusting in the Lord, linking arms with His people and moving 
forward into the bright future He has promised.  

Please prayerfully read through our annual report and ask the Lord 
to show you what He wants you to do as a ministry partner with 
City Centre.  We are here to equip you to serve the Lord.  

With love and gratitude,
 

CLERK’S REPORT
Randy de Jesus

Report for the church year July 1, 2021 – June 30, 2022
• Baptisms – 18
• Members added – 5

As of October 19, 2022
• Active Membership Roll - 341
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ELDERS’ REPORT
Ricardo Bowen (Chairman)
 

The Steadfast Love of the Lord.
 “Our soul waits for the Lord; he is our help and our shield. 

For our heart is glad in him, because we trust in his holy name.” 
Psalms 33:21-22

I believe it is appropriate for us to praise the Lord for how He has 
consistently blessed us, He is truly our Shield. We are thankful for 
His guidance through the COVID days and grateful for thefavour 
He has shown us as we returned to the building. While COVID-19 
hasn’t completely disappeared from our rearview mirrors, for the 
most part, we’re more comfortable with face-to-face fellowship 
opportunities.

On behalf of the Elders, I want to thank all the ministry partners, 
staff, and pastors for faithfully serving at CCBC.

Praise the Lord!

• For the new addition to the Elder’s Board, Andy Vammus 
and Michael Chang, also thank the Lord for the steadfast 
leadership Jerry McKenzie provided as our Chairman.

• Amidst the peaks and valleys we have experienced, we 
have been blessed with spiritual, numerical, and financial 
stability.

• The staff and ministry partners have created new energy 
during the Ministry Fairs.

• Praise and thanksgiving that our search for the Senior 
Associate Pastor has come to an end. We are excited to 
welcome Pastor Bryan Lee and family.

Looking forward!
The Elders and Deacons are engaged in identifying all our options 
in satisfying our growth needs. 

What an honour it is to serve in this capacity, please pray for your 
Elders, that we will be challenged to serve at a high spiritual level 
so that the needs of God’s people are continually met.
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DEACONS’ REPORT
Tunde Kassim, Mak Nasralla and Richard Titus 

Our beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ, with much Joy we thank 
the Lord for yet another year. By His grace alone, we are beyond 
the pandemic and are fully engaged in serving His Church.

Church family, these are trying times and yet we are not dismayed 
because of the assurance given to us in Isaiah 41:10:

“So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, 
for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; 

I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” 

Communion & Membership
Your Deacons continue to oversee preparation of ordinances and 
are active participants in serving Communion. We are also blessed 
to continue to participate in the membership interview process as 
our church family continues to grow.

Building Maintenance
With the pandemic now behind us, each ministry is in full swing. 
We are a growing church and hence ensuring the building is 
fully functional to serve the day to day needs of each ministry 
is of utmost importance. We, your Deacons, continue to be 
engaged with the front & back office staff to support continuous 
improvement & maintenance of the building. We thank Paul Alli for 
his partnership through this engagement.

Forward Looking 
Through much prayer and reflection, we strongly believe the Lord 
is leading us through a season of transformation. Our desire is 
to be present and active in tending to the needs of our church, 
in particular care. We are actively engaged with Pastor Drew 
as we purposefully and prayerfully work through establishing a 
partnership with the Care Ministry.

“If human love does not carry a man beyond himself, it is not love. If 
love is always discreet, always wise, always sensible and calculating, 
never carried beyond itself, it is not love at all. It may be affection, it 
may be warmth of feeling, but it has not the true nature of love in it.”

- Oswald Chambers -
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PRAYER MINISTRY
Laura Harris & Denis Gillen 
 
Our Prayer Ministry at City Centre continues to be alive and thriving 
despite the challenges due to the pandemic.  In these unique 
times, living as a community of believers, we recognize more than 
ever the need for prayer and the hope that Jesus provides for all 
of us. Things have changed but we remain committed to connect, 
build up and serve one another as we moved off-site. We can see 
the evidence of God working in and through us as we reached 
out in prayer to those that were experiencing fear, loneliness, and 
isolation during these times. Our desire to be led by the Holy Spirit 
in effective intercessory prayer remains our main focus. Pastor 
Deric and his team leaders support this effort. 

Prayer Gathering 
We moved Prayer Gathering 

immediately to ZOOM in the early days 
of the lockdown. We remain thankful 
up to this day for the enablement of 
this technology (led by Laura Harris) 
and the sustained participation from 
members. We adjusted well and now 
do virtual breakout sessions allowing 
for smaller group prayer. Fellowship in 

prayer is enriched with inspiring content of Bible verses and songs. 

Prayer Requests 
Access for urgent prayer requests through email and weekly 
prayer guides continue to flow through the church office. We 
remain grateful to Pastor Drew and Sophia for faithfully helping us 
in this area.
 
LIFT Service & Prayer Partners
While LIFT service and prayer partner activities remained paused 
for pandemic safety reasons, the blessings of God sustaining us at 
City Centre will always be in our hearts and prayers. Praise the Lord 
indeed!
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COMMUNITY LIFE
Drew Armstrong (Community Life Pastor)

This past ministry year was largely a continuation of the previous 
one, following COVID-19 protocols but with a real emphasis and 
a view towards getting back to the “old normal” as soon as the 
opportunity arose. We navigated through the actual real-time 
challenges of ministry while remaining fluid in order to be ready to 
pivot as soon as we were able.  

My role continues to primarily be filled by the ministries of Care and 
Connections. Both areas are made up of multiple ministries. I’ve 
also been charged with leadership of a number of local Outreach 
Ministries and involvement in other Ministry Projects as needed. It is 
a joy and a privilege to serve you as part of a Godly, dedicated, 
energetic and gifted Ministry Team! 

Care
With love, we endeavor to care for 
everyone in our congregation who 
is in need. With a church as large as 
ours, there are always a significant 
number with a variety of practical, 
physical, emotional, mental, relational, 
and spiritual needs. While we believe 
everyone can care, we began this year 

with a dedicated group of members who make up our City Centre 
Care Team. Our Care Ministry Team consists of Pastors Deric and 
myself with significant assistance from Sophia and Pastor Armen. 
We also have regular reports from two ministry partners who check 
in on a number of people who have ongoing health challenges. 
This ongoing care involves regular calls and/or visits with those in 
their care. As COVID-19 restrictions impacted ministry, the primary 
method of connection has most commonly utilized phone calls, 
email, and texts. Personal face-to-face visits are conducted as we 
are able.
 
We have switched some time ago to using a food ‘gift card’ 
presented to an individual or family. We have maintained this 
method  of providing a meal as this allows for a rapid response to 
an individual or family need. They are able to order a meal(s) of 
their choosing to be delivered to their door. 

The Benevolent Ministry remains under the scope of Care. When 
people come to our door or reach out to us for help, we take the 
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time to sit down with them to learn as much as we can about their 
story. We get addresses and/or contact information from them so 
that we can accurately track where the help is going. We make it 
clear from the start that our goal is to assist, but not in a way that 
will make them dependent upon us. We minister in a very practical 
way to the most basic needs of these people. We use gift cards to 
help them with food, medicine, and clothing. 

Connection
Primarily, this starts on Sunday, but 
extends into the rest of the week! 
Here, I get to meet and ‘connect’ 
with both newcomers and folks 
who have been around City Centre 
for months and even years! The 

common link is that they all want to learn, grow, serve and often 
become members here at City Centre. My role is to get to know 
each individual and assist them in discovering their first step along 
the People Path. Each individual’s journey is different, so each 
encounter is unique and exciting. One of the initial steps for most 
of our folks is the “First Step” Class, which I get to lead. From there 
we find their next steps on the People Path. I get to share in this 
work primarily with Pastor Brad. Between the two of us, we do our 
best to help people discover, grow, belong, and serve at City 
Centre. It is a privilege to share in the growth of City Centre Church 
and I rejoice with you in the 5 new members and 18 baptisms this 
past year! 

First Step
The First Step Class is now offered “as needed” in a one-on-one 
format at the earliest possible convenience. Those needing this 
first step along the People Path can select mornings, afternoons, 
or evenings. All can be accommodated. This plan allows us to 
get people connected “on the path” and taking their next steps 
quicker than ever.  

Guest Services 
The Guest Services Teams do the initial work of greeting and 
helping to make both life-long members and visitors feel welcome, 
loved, and at home. We share information about the life of the 
church and do it with joy! This ministry is aimed at finding ways to 
welcome, integrate, and engage everyone who visits or considers 
City Centre their church home.
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Security/Parking Team
This most dedicated team has carried on through all kinds of 
weather and through our COVID-19 season with even greater zeal 
to serve effectively. We continue to develop and grow this ministry 
and we are excited about the good work they are doing! 

Greeters
This is a vital part of Guest Services to both our visitors and regular 
attendees. Our team is stationed outside and inside the main 
entrance and began the ministry year welcoming everyone 
with a friendly greeting and a smile. Following COVID restrictions, 
physical contact is greatly limited, however we do our best to 
make everyone feel welcome and important to us. As the greeters 
are among the first people to make contact with every individual 
as they arrive at any service, their role is crucial. You only get one 
chance to make a first impression and our team does a great job. 

Check-In/Info Centre
The responsibility of sharing the latest information about ministry 
at City Centre will fall upon our Check-In/Info Team! As pre-
registration was required through the mandate period, check-In 
was also required. Checking every individual in was a challenging 
task but our team did a terrific job! Since that is no longer required, 
the role has shifted to that of Info Centre. Everyone on the team 
is primed and ready to answer questions or direct individuals to 
someone who can. They can also provide information on ministries, 
classes and events happening at City Centre Church and can 
even register people for those classes and events as required.

Ushers
Serving three or four at a time for the services we offer, our ushers 
cheerfully greet our guests and guide them to their seats as 
required. Our ushers are present to assist our guests with their 
special needs or in whatever way they can. Our goal is to make 
the experience at City Centre as stress free and pleasant as we 
possibly can. 

Agapé Café
It’s hard to imagine life here at City 
Centre Church without our cafés, but 
in our ministry year that ended in June 
2022, we didn’t yet offer regular cafés! 
We have since re-enlisted our Team 
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and we enjoy regular Agape Café between services at 10 am. For 
other special events we are now able to serve catered meals and 
lunches as well. Another sign that we are finally getting back to 
“normal.”

New Immigrant Settlement Team
This very special 11-member team was pressed back into service in 
November of 2021 as we welcomed our 4th family, the Samsons, 
to Canada in December 2021! The job of this team has been to 
plan, prepare, and execute our mandate to welcome and settle 
our City Centre sponsored refugee families in Mississauga. As you 
are reading this report, we have only about 2 months left before 
the Samsons celebrate their 1st anniversary in Canada. 
When the Samsons arrived last December, we placed them in 
a temporary home located in Cambridge. They lived there for 
several months before we could secure an apartment for them 
here in Mississauga. It was an all-out team effort, including the 
Samsons themselves, that finally located a place that satisfied 
every need. 

Since that time, “I’s were dotted and T’s were crossed” on 
documents, jobs have been found, banking and other needs 
have been sorted and life for them has finally settled down some. 
COVID mandates created unique hurdles to jump, but all is 
proceeding nicely, now nearly 1 year later.

Please continue to pray for the Samson family as they strive to 
become financially independent from City Centre, and as they 
continue to adjust to their new life in Canada! 

LOCAL OUTREACH
Drew Armstrong

Fall Food Drive
From mid-September through to Thanksgiving weekend in October 
2021, we collected over 225 bags/boxes of non-perishable food 
items for “Eden Food For Change” in Mississauga. That adds up to 
3,000 lbs of food! As always, this is a church-wide effort with a huge 
helping hand from everyone who helped sort, pack, and deliver 
the food

Operation Christmas Child (OCC)
Through October and November OCC ran at City Centre. We 
served our community as a Collection and Distribution Centre, 
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passing out shoe boxes and then collecting the same! COVID-19 
affected the process somewhat, but the result was still incredible 
with a total in excess of 6,000 shoeboxes collected from our 
neighborhood! Canadian shoeboxes are sent to Central American 
countries and a number of European locations as well. The 
“Gospel in a Box” changes the lives of children receiving them and 
their families and communities as well! 

Gift Mountain
Once again, because of your generosity, City Centre was able to 
present over $2,000 in gift cards to The Open Door. These gift cards 
were then presented as a love gift to needy and very grateful 
families in Mississauga so that children and adults could receive a 
gift at Christmas. 

JFJ/Hope Centre
Between Mother’s Day and Father’s Day, City Centre participated 
in the “Baby Bottle Fundraiser” for JFJ/Hope Centre. This year we 
donated $3,800 for the work they do with moms and their children. 
Thank you! 

GLOBAL OUTREACH
Drew Armstrong - Shantol Chellatamby – Kelly Hogg
 
This year, ministry across the world was challenging for all, as we 
continued to deal with the effects of the COVID mandates and 
restrictions. In addition to that, in Europe there was the influx of 
refugees due to the political unrest in that region. For all of our 
missionaries, this really meant remaining fluid in order to be able 
to adjust with the changes. Being more creative than ever in their 
ways of serving and reaching out with the powerful message 
of the Gospel was another critical component. Our world so 
desperately needs Jesus, and this is even more evident during 
times like this.  

We may have expected to face complete hardship in connecting 
with people and doing as we are called to do (sharing the Word 
and making disciples). However, God has worked through and 
allowed for quite the opposite to happen. Thank you for your 
prayers and support through the year! God IS good and He 



continues to build His church! 
Here are a couple of highlights from this past year:  
2 New Additions on the Mission Team

• Mike Garabedian – Pearson Int’l Airport Chaplain 
• Dani Sebali – Grain de Ble Liban (Lebanon)

Towards the end of this past ministry year, we added 2 new 
missionaries to our support list.  Mike Garabedian is the Lead 
Chaplain at the Pearson International Airport. He heads up a staff 
of chaplains that respond to the spiritual needs of GTAA staff and 
travelers alike. It’s a tremendous mission field that comes right to 
their door.

Dani Sebali leads a ministry to refugee children and their families 
in Lebanon. It’s called “Grain de Ble Liban.” They conduct camps 
and other events for kids that, in addition to serving the kids, help 
the families as well. This looks like a great future opportunity for a 
City Centre Church family. 

GO Team Colombia 2022 

Team Members –  Pastor Deric, Shady 
Fouad, Rachel Fouad, Michelle Daniels, 
Lori D’Souza, John Gheriafi, Laura 
Gheriafi, Noah Virgo, Melody Morkos, 
Jordan Desrosiers & Kareena Dwight. 

Mission/Vision/Development – The mission and vision cast by 
Team Leader Shady Fouad was to be as prepared as possible for 
whatever God might ask of their team! While there were plans for 
youth events and a kids VBS ‘Style’ Camp out on the coast, much 
of their mission would involve being able to “go with the flow” after 
they arrived in Medellin. In the year leading up to the mission, the 
team met twice monthly for the first 6 months and then ramped it 
up to weekly meetings leading up to their departure date. Through 
the year they worked on their R.A.R.E. work ethic. R.A.R.E stands 
for Reading, Attending, Responding and Engaging. The team was 
prepared and ready for whatever God might ask of them, and 
they saw Him support them, work through them, and bless their 
efforts as only God can!
 
Thank you for your support and prayers for the GO Team Colombia 
2022 Mission Team! Great work is being done in Medellin! It is an 
incredible blessing for our church to be part of what God is doing 
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there!
“With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” It 
has no doubt been a challenging time of unknowns for everyone, 
but we hope that you are encouraged at how God has worked in 
these few examples above. 

The truth is that God has done so very much more than we can 
know!
 
All glory to God!

ADULT DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRIES 
Brad Lehman (Adult Discipleship Pastor)

Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone 
with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ.

Colossians 1:28

The gradual return to in-person events was a breath of fresh 
air for all of us. We persisted in our efforts to disciple people in 
various formats including in-person, online, and hybrid as needed 
throughout the ministry year. Our passion is to come alongside 
each church family member to help them take their next step in 
their spiritual journey. Our goal is to present everyone mature in 
Christ (Colossians 1:28) by growing in their walks with Him, serving 
Him faithfully, and reaching out to others with the Good News 
of salvation. Sadly, fear and anxiety have plagued many during 
the pandemic, but the Lord is still at work changing lives. We are 
committed to push forward and keep trusting that great things are 
yet ahead for us. The mandate to disciple God’s people will never 
be rescinded and it will remain as our top priority.

SHiFT MEN’S MINISTRIES
Brad Lehman 

Purpose
Our Men’s Ministry is committed to 
help our men build a sense of healthy 
community, to deepen their spiritual 
walk with the Lord, and to challenge 
them to spread the Gospel message 
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through their networks of relationships. We are challenging our 
men to learn how to lead in all areas of life – in their personal lives, 
families, workplaces, church ministries, and in the world. 

DDQ Bible Study
What a joy to return to in-person meetings on Wednesday 
evenings, although we offered a hybrid approach for a few of 
the men who were unable to join us in-person due to distance or 
circumstances. We met at the church building over the past year 
and continued during the summer months to ensure none of our 
men felt alone, isolated, or disconnected. We continued to use 
the DDQs for the basis of our discussions making it convenient for 
our men to actively engage with the past Sunday’s sermon and to 
go deeper into the text of God’s Word. We consistently had 10-12 
men participate weekly. We always spend time sharing together, 
getting caught up on significant developments in each other’s 
lives, and praying for one another alongside our study of the Word 
of God. 

Men’s Ministry Breakfasts
We have had to continue postponing our wonderful Men’s Ministry 
Breakfasts but hope to host them again soon.

PEOPLE PATH

One of our priorities as a leadership 
team has been to prayerfully 
develop a clear pathway for 
people to journey to deepen 
their walk with Christ. We want to 
be a church family that faithfully 
“makes disciples.” To accomplish 

this mission, we have implemented a clear process to enable 
people to grow spiritually. The process now includes several phases 
along a pathway of discipleship. Classes have continued meeting 
via Zoom as well as in-person depending on circumstances and 
schedules. 

As a refresher, our first step along our People Path is DISCOVER, 
which begins with our First Step Class to get people started on the 
path by becoming oriented to CCBC’s identity and mission. We 
offer a Get Answers Class to help people trust Christ for salvation. 
We also include a Baptism Class to prepare people Biblically and 
practically for publicly declaring their identification with Jesus.
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Our second step is DEEPEN to help people grow in their relationship 
with the Lord. We have a Membership Class to encourage people 
to officially join our growing church family as ministry partners. 
We hold a 6-week Foundations Class to get people grounded in 
the basics of the Christian faith. We have also incorporated the 
Freedom In Christ course taught by Doug and Dorothy Sargeant 
to help our people deal Biblically with issues that prevent them 
from experiencing the abundant life Christ promised His followers. 
We have held other classes that cover basic theology, How to 
Study the Bible (hosted by Kin Wong), and various Bible books and 
topics, such as Biblical instruction on finances and stewardship 
(hosted by Shavon Hyatt). We provide other Deeper Classes to 
help our people get stronger in their understanding and living of 
the faith in all areas of life.

Our third step is DEPLOY, which is designed to get our people 
into real life ministry. We have Small Groups to help our people 
get integrated into smaller communities where worship, prayer, 
care, Bible study, ministry and mission can be prioritized. We are 
developing ministry classes to prepare people to serve in our 
various ministries. And we want to equip our people to get out into 
the world for mission.

Our final phase is DUPLICATE, which will eventually include training 
for Leadership, Ministry Team Leaders, and Small Group Leaders.

Baptisms
We were thrilled to be able to return to baptizing believers by 
immersion this past year. Eighteen people from both our Arabic 
ministry and our English ministry followed the Lord’s command to 
be baptized to publicly declare their faith in Him. We encourage 
others who are considering this step of obedience to take the class 
to find out what the Bible specifically teaches about it and how it 
can contribute to spiritual growth.

Membership
We rejoice that 5 people over the last ministry year joined as 
members of CCBC to partner with us in our various ministries. We 
are confident many others will also consider membership and we 
invite them to learn more through taking our Membership Class.
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Small Groups
Our Small Group ministry is founded 
on the conviction that the spiritual 
life is best lived in community with 
other like-minded followers of the Lord 
Jesus. Each believer must maintain 
his or her personal walk with the Lord, 
but it is beneficial to journey alongside 
others, admonishing, encouraging, 

and interceding for each other. As our church family gets bigger, 
we must find ways to make it smaller by developing close-knit, 
accountable relationships. This became increasingly apparent as 
we faced the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic. Many felt 
isolated, anxious, fearful, and confused during the lockdowns. 
Our small groups continued to be an excellent method to keep 
in touch with one another, to care for one another, and pray 
alongside one another. Some of our small groups began meeting 
in-person as restrictions lifted, while most continued virtually.

This year, we had 17 groups functioning with close to 180 
participants. Curriculum choices included Right Now Media, Bible 
Book Studies, Digging Deeper Questions based on the Sunday 
morning messages, and other resources. Our small groups’ 
ministry philosophy seeks to incorporate the 5 main purposes 
of a balanced church ministry: God Time, Gather Time, Grow 
Time, Give Time, and Go Time. Bible study is integral to all group 
meetings, alongside sharing and praying for one another, and 
caring for one another by meeting specific needs.

Our leaders and co-leaders this past year have been Beth Ruiter, 
Ali Daka, Tunde Kassim, Nita Vammus, Ronnie and Cheryl Sebolino, 
Percy and Imelda Jimenez, Ceasar Montaniel, Kin and Hilary 
Wong, Barry Ricketts, Tess Borja, Kelly Hogg, Richard Titus, Bruce 
Sylvester, Paulette Birl, Denis Gillen, Carrie Kim, Grace He, Celestina 
Go, Rose Phillips, Daunte San Juan, and Brad Lehman.
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WOMEN’S MINISTRIES  
April Bartlett and Patti Sullivan

Statement of Purpose:

We are seeking to be women who: 
Know the Word of God

Are filled with the Spirit of God
Do the Will of God

Love the People of God

Our leadership team and the many volunteers who serve in 
Women’s Ministries seek to offer women a variety of events and 
opportunities for growth in their walk with Christ.

Bible Studies/Groups:
Several online studies/groups were provided to keep our CCBC 
ladies connected and in the Word of God. Three Bible studies, Fall, 
Winter and Spring were offered via Zoom.

1. 36 women participated in a study of the Life of Elijah from 
late September to mid-November 2021

2. 24 women participated in a study of the Book of Romans 
from mid-March to the beginning of May 2021.

3. 33 women participated in a study entitled “Faithful” from 
mid-May to the end of June 2021.

 
Our Women’s Ministries put together an Outdoor In-Person Drop-In 
on Saturday, July 31, 2021 in our parking lot outside where ladies 
had opportunity to reconnect and catch up with their sisters in 
Christ following the easing of some restrictions caused by the 
pandemic.

We also hosted a “Going Beyond” Simulcast with Priscilla Shirer on 
Saturday, November 6, 2021 with 84 women signing up.

Another great opportunity for reconnecting our ladies occurred 
on Saturday, March 5, 2022 with a Ladies’ Coffee and Book 
Exchange, with 44 women participating.

Encouragement: 
Since the pandemic restrictions have eased, our team will look 
for other ways to keep our ladies encouraged, cared for, and 
engaged in their walks with the Lord through:

• telephone connections
• weekly encouragement emails
• prayer notes sent to shut-ins, those who were ill or grieving etc.
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Mom’s Ministry:
We met with up to 10 moms twice monthly in-person from January 
to March 2020 to encourage, share and learn from each other as 
moms. The group stopped briefly due to Covid and resumed via 
Zoom from September to December 2020. At present, we are no 
longer meeting.

We continue to plan ahead for the 2022/2023 year.

 
WOMEN IN THE W.O.R.D. (W.I.T.W.)
Noreen Nazareth 

W.I.T.W. held a Picnic Kickoff in August 2021, then met every 
Thursday morning beginning in September. We offered these 
vibrant studies (which we repeated, so we could study two of 
them): Nehemiah, Daniel, Freedom in Christ, Parables, Revelation, 
and Deuteronomy*.

The studies included in Spring 2022: Women Who Encountered 
Jesus, Philippians/Colossians, James, Spiritual Warfare, and 1 & 2 
Timothy*.

*These studies were offered via Zoom Teleconferencing for ladies 
with mobility or immunocompromised issues.

Zoom studies occurred briefly as dictated by COVID-19.

We had 7 godly facilitators: Cathy Sylvester, Celestina Go, Dorothy 
Sargeant, Grace Dwyer-Mullings, Josie Plum, Sheila Hoyte, and 
Sheila Williams. They used various resources obtained through the 
Bible, RightNow Media, YouTube, etc. 

Our ladies have grown in the knowledge of the truth, and in living 
out what they have learned. Many are stepping up as ministry 
partners in our ministry as well as other ministries in the church.

We share, care, and pray for each other deepen friendships 
with our Christian sisters. Our Greeting Card Ministry profoundly 
encourages people.

We had a “Time To Celebrate Christmas” in December, and a 
“Journey With Jesus” (movie) in June. For Ministry Appreciation 
month, we dedicated one morning to write appreciation cards to 
missionaries and staff.
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Attendance is increasing. The winter had the highest numbers 
(average 41) which was close to our 43 attendance numbers pre-
pandemic.

Since COVID-19 began, 40% of W.I.T.W. ladies are new to our 
ministry. Since July 1, 2021, 30 % are newcomers to our ministry.

Our women are still connected to one another and have much 
excitement.
 
God is blessing!

EVERGREEN
Paul & Deb Laroche

Our Evergreen Ministry exists to 
bring old and new friends together 
to fellowship with one another, 
to foster deeper relationships, to 
share resources and ideas, and to 
encourage each other so no one 
feels isolated and alone. Our ministry 
has happily resumed meeting in-

person since September 2021. We have met every other Tuesday 
for our Conversation Cafés in our building, and on alternating 
weeks, for an outdoor walk in local parks. We will continue to 
look for new ways to provide increased opportunities for our 
congregants aged 50+ to get involved in regular activities and to 
stay connected with one another. 

“Dear friends, since God so loved us, 
we also ought to love one another” 1 John 4:11.
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ARABIC MINISTRIES
Armen Hakopian (Arabic Ministries Pastor)
 
The vision for a ministry to reach Arabic-speaking people in our 
region started more than two years ago.  

OUR Arabic MINISTRY VISION
To be a Spirit-filled and unified church family who are working 
together to reach Arabic-speaking people with the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ and build believers on the foundation of God’s Word. 

MISSION
To make disciples of the Arabic-speaking Nations in the GTA. 
 
Our Values:
Genuine Relationships: With God and people. We believe that the 
foundation of God’s Kingdom is the relationships with God and 
among the believers as a church family.
 
Faithfulness: To God, community, and our services. 
We officially started the Arabic service on August 23, 2020.
We have an average attendance of 50 to 60 committed people. 
We are focusing to build a healthy and close relationship with our 
church family. 

Every week, we are meeting 1 to 2 new families visiting our ministry 
and their feedbacks were great about our service.

• Sunday Gathering: we are gathering every Sunday at 1:30 
pm to worship God. 

• Bible Study: we launched Bible Study every third Friday of 
every month.  Purpose: Studying the Word of God deeply, 
building good and strong relationships, making disciples. 
Personal growth.

• Visiting team: we started 2 visiting teams.  Purpose: Following 
up and developing strong relationships with the church 
families led by Dhiyaa. The second visitation team led by 
Armen is to reach out to new families by Encouraging people 
to open doors for visiting their friends. understanding their 
spiritual, and physical needs and challenges, and assisting 
them to overcome the challenges. 

• Prayer night: we have a prayer night once a month every 
first Friday of every month. Purpose: To pray for the church 
ministries, and people’s needs.
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• Worship Discipleship: we have a weekly discipleship class for 
the worship team led by Dhiyaa to study God’s Word deeply 
and develop the relationship between the worship team 
members.  

• Christmas events: we are preparing 2 events for this Christmas 
season, the Christmas service and Christmas drama.

• Membership: we are working on the church membership.
• Follow-up team: we have a follow-up team to follow up with 

the church people asking about them and their needs. 
• Ushers and Greeters team.
• Sunday school: we will start Sunday school under City Centre 

Baptist Church policies.  Purposes:  To take care of the kids 
during the service and teach them the Gospel.  Brings 
unchurched families. In our culture, reaching children is one 
of the most effective ways to contact unchurched families. 
Usually, parents become more involved in the church when 
their kids become more involved in the children’s ministry.

• Men’s Café: we are going to start a monthly men’s café 
every fourth Friday of every month. Purpose: Improving a 
strong relationship between the church’s men. 

We need your prayers as we do our best to be faithful to Him and 
develop this new ministry. Thank you so much, church family, for all 
you have already done.  

We trust God together for what He will do next!

NextGen Ministries: 
Tom Le Roy (NextGen Pastor) 

Our Aim: To foster a sense of community and to share the love of 
Christ in an engaging and accessible manner. 

Youth Group: 
This year was an exciting year for the Youth Group we ran every 
Friday night from 7:00-9:00. We worked our way through various 
four and six-week units, including ones focused on mental health, 
relationships, sex & identity and the Gospel. A normal Friday night 
includes games, fellowship, small groups, prayer and a true sense 
of community. We average between 60-80 youth and leaders 
attending weekly, and I am happy to say that throughout the year 
over 100 youth attended youth group. 
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Youth Bible Study: 
Every Sunday morning, we meet in the youth room, and we take 
an in-depth look at Scripture. Currently, we are working through 
the Book of Acts, and we have explored books both in the Old 
and New Testaments. Our normal Sunday begins with a check-
in with the youth where they share a rose, bud and thorn (one 
good thing, one bad thing and one thing they are looking forward 
to). After that, we take a verse-by-verse exegesis approach to 
breaking down the passage for that week, Presently, we have 
between 30-45 youth attending weekly as well as leaders. 

Leaders In Training (LIT)
 The LIT program is aimed at youth and young adults that have 
started grade nine and have a passion for serving their local 
church community. Each LIT has an individual mentor and they 
are able to connect either monthly or bi-weekly. LITs are also given 
leadership seminars and opportunities to serve in ministry areas 
around CCBC including in the Children’s Ministry with Ms. Heidi, in 
Care & Connection with Pastor Drew, and of course, NextGen with 
Pastor Tom and his team. We currently have 34 LITs signed up to 
serve with us this year! 

Youth Drop-In: 
Youth Drop-In is a program that occurs every Tuesday between 
5:30-7:00. The program offers youth the opportunity to connect 
with each other in a more relaxed environment making it easier 
for youth new to the church to become part of the community. 
Drop-In features, sports, games, art and homework help. Our aim 
is to connect young people with adults that care about them and 
who they are. Presently we have between 20-30 youth and leaders 
weekly. We also were able to have 19 people that have never 
been inside a church have drop-in as their first church program 
attended. 

Camp Ministry: 
This summer we worked with our Family Ministry partner (Children’s 
Ministry) to put on seven weeks of camp and hire eight camp staff 
as well as two interns. This was an exciting summer for CCBC, and 
the camps were a great success. I am going to focus on the two 
youth camps that had over 60 attendees for the second year in a 
row. The camps were a time of fun, games, sports, art, and music, 
and of course, the City Centre Cup was awarded to the winning 
team. We had 10 amazing speakers and they either shared their 
story during our camp “You me and JC” or they shared a Gospel 

- 21 -



message during “Tournament of Champions.”  We had 4 youth 
commit their lives to live for Jesus between the 2 weeks of Camp. 
A huge thank you to the NextGen-Intern, Lauren Martin, our camp 
staff and the ministry partners that put on two amazing camps. 

Baptism Class:
We ran 3 Baptism classes this year with 26 youth or young adults 
attending the 2 classes. We are also offering a class this November. 
The aim of the Baptism Class is to prepare people for the public 
commitment to Christ that they are excited to make after 
accepting Jesus as Lord. 

Saved in 60 Seconds: 
This year we ran our first digital series with the aim of reaching a 
broader audience over social media. Our aim was to share the 
Gospel in under 60 seconds with different speakers every week. 
This series was a massive success as we put out 12 weeks of 
episodes that got on average over 150 views per episode. Thank 
you to the 12 contributors that made the series possible! 

Young Adults: 
Our Young Adults meet every Tuesday at 7:00. A standard night 
involves playing games, a Bible lesson and discussion, and small 
groups. We have made our way through various book studies 
including the Screwtape Letters and Mere Christianity, as well as 
exegetical book studies for Romans, Mark and Jeremiah. We also 
did topical studies on mental health, relationships, and Gospel 
& Culture. We usually have between 15 and 25 young adults 
attending weekly. 

Special Events: 
This year we have run a plethora of special events in NextGen. We 
have attended many events including Blue Jays, Argos Games 
and Wonderland. We also hosted many others including Christmas 
Dinner, Easter Egg Hunt, Halloween, and Year End Parties. It has 
truly been an exciting year!

Leadership:

We had a very exciting year as our leadership team grew and 
expanded with our ministry. We have monthly planning and 
leadership development meetings. We also were able to have 
our first leadership retreat last spring which was focused on 
planning the 2022-2023 ministry year. Our ministry partners are the 
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foundation of NextGen Ministry, and we are very thankful for every 
ministry partner that serves the Next generation of CCBC. 

Leaders: Clarence Gooding, Pia Atwal-Gooding, Lauren Martin, 
Celene Titus, Kathy Titus, Alan Emanual, Paul Alli, Anda Su, Andreia 
Barrerio, Larissa Chang, Diego Torres, Abbigale Gooding, Kelly 
Hogg, Jonathan Kam, Melody Morkos, Brandon Williams, Noah 
Virgo, John Gheriafi, Joseph Gheriafi, Josh Maria, Hannah Phillips, 
Kareena Dwight, IJ Sison, and Rachel Di Carlo.

Leaders In Training: 
Amanda Hlohinec, Amos Wu, Brian Bowles, Christian Sebolino, 
Daniel Umali, Daniel Zhou, Grace Zhou, Hannah Sebolino, Jerikka 
Bernardo, Maryam Koshnan, Mirna Naaman, Rebecca Lemonius, 
Rudeen Henry, Sam Hakopian, Wesley Hyatt, Wyatt Kim, Aaron 
Sebolino, James Dwight, Trey Williams, Daniel Williams, and Lara 
Gheriafi.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 
Heidi Hlohinec (Director of Children’s Ministries)

The 2021-2022 year kept us on our toes as we transitioned in and 
out of COVID restrictions. The great news is there were still many 
opportunities to share God’s Word and love with the children! 

Kingdom Kids (Sunday morning)
We returned to Sunday ministry to the kids at our 11am service 
the beginning of August 2021, and added classes at our 9am 
service the beginning of November 2021. We moved to using a 
new curriculum called “Grow” which took us through lessons from 
both the Old and New Testament throughout the course of the 
year by focusing on monthly themes. The kids especially enjoyed 
discovering the wisdom from Psalms and Proverbs through a 
“Choose Your Own Adventure” theme, as well as discovering 
through Jesus’ ministry how God’s key to living a righteous life is 
often opposite to what the world teaches. Weekly during 2021, 
we averaged between 30-50 children but we grew to between 
50-70 children by June 2022. Praise God for the 30 ministry partners 
who stepped forward to serve our children and families in this 
transitional and unpredictable year! 
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Vacation Bible School
In the summer of 2021, our Vacation Bible School was hybrid. This 
meant half of the 130 children attended in person for two days, 
while the other half participated online. We invited all children 
and their families to attend a closing service on Friday at church. 
(After a year with few opportunities to worship together in person, 
I cannot express to you how much of an encouragement it was to 
see over 100 children and their families together in the same room, 
worshipping and praising God with all of their hearts!) Whether 
at home or in-person, each day the children got to go on an 
exciting island quest to find 5 mysterious Infinity Lanterns to help 
light their way. Using map coordinates from the Reference Book 
(the Bible), the children discovered clues to finding each Lantern 
while learning how God’s light shines in the lives of familiar Biblical 
characters in Old and New Testament stories, and how He can 
shine in their life, too. As always, Chrissee Maria (and a team of 
youth actors) clearly presented the Word of God to the children. 
As well, our church building was transformed into a colourful island 
space through the creativity and talents of Carrie Kim. Thank you 
to the 25 other ministry partners who committed to preparing and 
executing VBS in the middle of such a unique period!
 
Other Summer Ministry
Given another summer with restrictions and uncertainty, City 
Centre offered two other children’s camps in 2021: Arts Camp 
and Basketball Camp. At Arts Camp, all Bible lessons, games and 
projects were based on prayer. We focused on the Lord’s Prayer 
as an example of how we can talk to God. Projects included blow 
painting, recycling art, digital art and calligraphy. At Basketball 
Camp, the kids enjoyed playing at both our indoor and outdoor 
courts. During our Bible Game time, kids explored what is a Slam 
Dunk in God’s eyes: Know God, Love God, Trust God and Live for 
God. What a blessing it was to be together at camp for a whole 
week for both of these summer camps! A big thanks to Jeevan 
and Rohini Jalady for all their work in planning and preparing 
for Arts Camp, to Pastor Tom for helping the kids develop their 
Basketball skills and to the 30 ministry partners who shared their 
time and talents with the kids this summer! 

AWANA
We returned to meeting in-person for the 2021-2022 year (although 
we temporarily were virtual for 6 weeks in the winter during a 
pandemic wave). This year was another amazing year at AWANA, 
with a dedicated team of 26 ministry partners. Thank you to all, 
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but especially to Lorna Martin for her continued leadership and 
support as our co-commander, and to Leanne Patrick, Cely 
Montaniel & Patricia Jimenez, as well as Lorraine D’Souza for their 
roles as coordinators in each of our AWANA clubs. At the end 
of the year, we had much to celebrate, with everyone having 
memorized at least 1 verse and just over half of the children 
memorizing all of the verses (at least 30) in their book.  

Parents and Tots & Musical
This year, our Parents ‘N Tots and Musical Ministries were on pause 
due to the pandemic. I am thrilled to share BOTH ministries will be 
returning in the coming year! 

Spring Break Camp
Since Basketball Camp occurred during the summer, we ran 
another camp over the March Break. This year, we held a “lego” 
camp called “Bible Bricks.” About a dozen children participated 
at home while 50 children were in-person at the church each day. 
The focus of camp (besides being creative with building bricks, 
playing large games and making crafts) was to lead the kids into 
a deeper understanding of what it takes to build a relationship 
with God. We had fun reading and exploring the stories of Jonah, 
Joshua, Zacchaeus, Paul, and the Vine & the Branches to discover 
we need to build obedience, trust, repentance, strength and love. 
Thank you to the 15 ministry partners who led the kids through their 
daily activities. A special thanks to Jeevan and Rohini Jalady for all 
of their work with preparing the crafts and videos for the lessons, 
as well as to those who helped present/teach the Bible lessons 
throughout the week (Ruth Meechem, Michelle Robotham-Gayle, 
Carrie Kim, Brayden Kim and Wyatt Kim.)

MINISTRY LEADERS 
Staff & Leadership Team

Staff                Paul Alli, Drew Armstrong,    
                            Deric Barlett, Sophia Belnavis, 
    Randy de Jesus, Armen Hakopian,
     Heidi Hlohinec, Adam Hu, Brad   
    Lehman, Tom Le Roy, and 
    Deva Ratnam 
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Elders    Deric Bartlett (Pastor), Ricardo
     Bowen, Jerry MacKenzie (Chairman),
    Femi Oyedele, and James Patrick 
 
Deacons   Tunde Kassim, Mak Nasralla, and
    Richard Titus 

Arabic Ministries 
Sunday Services    Armen Hakopian 

Care Ministries  
Care Ministry Teams    Drew Armstrong 

Children’s Ministries 
AWANA    Heidi Hlohinec, Lorna Martin 
Spring Break Camp   Heidi Hlohinec, Jeevan Jalady  
Kingdom Kids    Heidi Hlohinec 
Parents ‘N’ Tots  Carrie Kim 
VBS     Heidi Hlohinec, Chrissee Maria,   
    Carrie Kim 
Arts Club    Jeevan Jalady, Rohini Jalady 

First Impressions/Guest Services 
Greeters    Drew Armstrong, Patricia Morgan 
Parking and Security Team   Drew Armstrong, Ben Phillips 
Ushers      Drew Armstrong, Richard Titus 
Info Centre    Drew Armstrong, Aleksandra    
    Homesin 

Men’s Ministries  
SHiFT      Brad Lehman 

Ordinances & Admin 
Baptism     Brad Lehman 
Benevolent     Drew Armstrong, Sophia Belnavis 
Child Dedication    Church Office 
Communications    Paul Alli, Randy de Jesus 
Deacons     Tunde Kassim 
Elders      Jerry MacKenzie 
Finance Committee    Gary Sullivan 
Incident Coordinator    David Morgan 
Lord’s Table     Deacons 
Membership     Elders 
Facilities     Sophia Belnavis  
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Outreach 
Food Drive     Drew Armstrong 
Gift Mountain     Drew Armstrong 
GO Team     Drew Armstrong 
Operation Christmas Child   Drew Armstrong 

 
People Path 
Baptism Class     Brad Lehman 
Bible Books     Brad Lehman 
Finance Class     Shavon Hyatt 
First Step     Drew Armstrong 
Foundations Class    Brad Lehman 
How to Study the Bible   Kin Wong 
Membership Class    Brad Lehman 

Prayer Ministries 
Prayer Meeting    Laura Harris, Denis Gillen 

Seniors Ministries 
Evergreen     Paul & Deb Laroche, Denis Gillen 

Small Group Leaders 
Maria Borja   Ronnie Sebolino 
Alifasi Daka    Tunde Kassim
Barrington Ricketts  Beth Ruiter 
Brad Lehman   Bruce Sylvester  
Carrie Kim   Celestina Go 
Denis Gillen   Grace He 
Hilary Wu Wong  Kin Hon Wong 
Percy Jimenez   Imelda Jimenez 
Nita Vammus   Paulette Birl 
Richard Titus   Kin Fai Wong
Dante San Juan 

 
Women’s Ministries  
Women’s Ministries    Patti Sullivan, April Bartlett,    
    Aleksandra Homesin, Kristen    
            McLeod, Rose Phillips, Beth Lehman 
Women in The Word   Noreen Nazareth 
Women’s Bible Study   Patti Sullivan 
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NextGen Ministries (Youth & Young Adults) 
 

Youth     Leaders:
    Clarence Gooding, Pia Atwal-  
    Gooding, Lauren Martin, Celene   
    Titus, Kathy Titus, Alan Emanual,   
    Paul Alli, Anda Su, Andreia Barrerio, 
    Larissa Chang, Diego Torres,    
    Abbigale Gooding, Kelly Hogg, 
    Jonathan Kam, Melody Morkos,   
    Brandon Williams, Noah Virgo, John 
    Gheriafi, Joseph Gheriafi, Josh Maria,  
    Hannah Phillips, Kareena Dwight, 
    IJ Sison, Rachel Di Carlo.
 

Young Adults (Impact)  Tom Le Roy, Kelly Hogg, Julia    
                Wybrow, Lauren Martin, 
                Larissa Chang 
 

Other Ministries  
New Immigrant/Refugee   Drew Armstrong 
Technical     Paul Alli 
Worship Team    Adam Hu, Andrew Abraham,   
    Joyna Abraham, Rachel Fouad,   
    Karen Kane 

Current Staff 
 
Senior Pastor     Deric Bartlett
Senior Associate Pastor            Bryan Lee
Adult Discipleship Pastor  Brad Lehman 
Arabic Ministries Pastor  Armen Hakopian 
Children’s Ministry Director  Heidi Hlohinec 
Community Life Pastor  Drew Armstrong 
NextGen Pastor  Tom Le Roy 
Worship Director  Adam Hu 
Administrative Assistant  Sophia Belnavis 
Admin - Ministries  Randy de Jesus 
Technical Director  Paul Alli
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