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1. We can’t live in faith without a vision of heaven (v. 1-3) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. We can’t receive heavenly visions without humility (v. 2ff) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. We can’t have a great vision without a great burden (v. 5ff) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. We can’t carry our burdens & weaknesses without grace (v.9 
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QUESTIONS 
 
 

ICEBREAKER:  Who was your favourite teacher? Why? 

 

1. Paul defended his apostolic ministry in 2 Corinthians by citing his weaknesses and 
sufferings [2 Corinthians 11:21-33]. Why do you think he used apparent negative examples 
rather than positive [cf. Acts 14:19; Acts 16:22-23; and 2 Corinthians 6:3-10]? 

2. Paul mentioned being “caught up to the third heaven” and “paradise” [2 Corinthians 
12:2-3]. What does this tell you about life after this life [cf. Luke 23:43; John 14:1-6; and 1 
Thessalonians 4:13-18]? 

3. Most people boast about their strengths, abilities, and successes. What do you learn from 
Paul’s “boasting“ in his “weaknesses” [2 Corinthians 12:1-7a] that reveals the true heart of 
a servant of the Lord [cf. Psalm 51:17; James 4:6-10; and 1 Peter 5:5-7]? 

4. What was the purpose of Paul’s “thorn in the flesh” [2 Corinthians 12:7]? Where did it 
originate? How does this encourage you in your sufferings on behalf of Christ [cf. Job 2:4-6; 
Galatians 4:13-14; and 1 Thessalonians 2:17-18]? 

5. Why do our weaknesses showcase God’s grace more than our strengths [2 Corinthians 
12:9]? Also consult 1 Corinthians 2:1-5; 2 Corinthians 13:4; and Philippians 4:13. 

6. According to 2 Corinthians 12:10, how can we learn to be content while experiencing 
suffering? What is one possible purpose for our weaknesses [cf. Romans 5:3-5; Romans 
8:31-39; and 1 Peter 4:12-13]? 

7. What did you find helpful or challenging about this Sunday’s message? 

 

“Ah, I have kept Him waiting when I ought not, but He has waited even then. 
Always waiting - so patient with my foolishness, my weakness, my fear. Our 

fellowship is with God, and fellowship is friendship, and friendship means that 
partnership which, on His part, is the accommodating 

 of His strength to my weakness.”  
G. Campbell Morga 

 


