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THE LOCAL CHURCH 
We believe the New Testament local church is a company of immersed believers voluntarily associated 
together for: the ministry of the Word; mutual helpfulness and edification; observance of the 
ordinances; and fulfillment of the great commission (making disciples, baptizing, and teaching, unto 
the ends of the earth). 
  
ORDINANCES 
We believe that there are only two ordinances for the church regularly observed in the New Testament 
in the following order: Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 
 
We believe Baptism to be the immersion of the believer in water, whereby he obeys Christ’s command 
and sets forth his identification with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection. 
  
We believe the Lord’s Supper to be the memorial wherein the believer partakes of the two elements, 
bread, and wine, which symbolize the Lord’s body and shed blood, proclaiming His death until He 
comes. 
 
 

1. We ARE the church (v. 13-17) 
 
 
 
 

2. We have a divine MANDATE (v. 15) 
 

 
 
 

3. We have KINGDOM AUTHORITY (v. 18) 
 
 
 
 

4. We can HINDER the Church (v. 22-23) 
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QUESTIONS 
 
ICEBREAKER:  What are common misconceptions about your job? 

 
 

1. According to Matthew 16:18, who predicted the coming of the Church? Who is the foundation of 
the Church? To whom does the Church belong? And why do these things matter [cf. Matthew 
4:18-22; Ephesians 2:19-22; and Revelation 21:14]? 
 
 

2. What were the essential activities of the early Church recorded in Acts 2:41-47 that continue to be 
priorities for the Church today [cf. Acts 1:14; Acts 20:7; and Hebrews 10:24-25]? 
 
 

3. Why is Jesus offended when His Church is persecuted [Acts 9:1-9]? How does this encourage you 
during trying times [cf. Acts 8:1-3; Acts 22:3-5; and Acts 26:9-18]? 
 
 

4. What do you learn about Christ’s relationship with the Church from Paul’s discussion of the 
husband-and-wife relationship in Ephesians 5:22-33 [cf. Ephesians 1:22-23; Colossians 1:18; and 1 
Timothy 3:5]? 
 
 

5. Why was believer’s baptism by immersion such an important step of obedience in the early 
Church [Acts 10:44-48]? Why should we continue to practice it today [cf. Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 
2:38-41; and Acts 16:13-15]? 
 
 

6. How are we to prepare ourselves to partake of the Lord’s Supper, and why is it essential for 
Christians to regularly participate in it [1 Corinthians 11:17-34]? Also consult Luke 22:19-20; John 
13:1-17; and 1 Corinthians 10:14-22 for more insights. 
 
 

7. What did you find helpful or challenging about this Sunday’s message? 
 
 
 

“It is scarcely possible in most places to get anyone to attend  
a meeting where the only attraction is God.” -A.W. Tozer 

 
“The glory of the gospel is that when the church is absolutely  

different from the world, she invariably attracts it.” -Martyn Lloyd-Jones 


