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WISE UP 
 
1. You have _______________________ to keep you encouraged     

 

 

2. You have a _______________________ to keep you enlightened 

 

 

3. You have a _______________________ to keep you inspired   

 

 

4. You have _______________________ to keep you anchored  

 

 

5. You have a _______________________ to guide you  

 
 

Conclusion: 
The Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi 

 

Lord make Me an instrument of Your peace 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love. 

Where there is injury, pardon. 
Where there is doubt, faith. 

Where there is despair, hope. 
Where there is darkness, light. 
Where there is sadness, joy. 

O Divine master grant that I may 
Not so much seek to be consoled as to console 

To be understood, as to understand. 
To be loved, as to love 

For it's in giving that we receive 
And it's in pardoning that we are pardoned 

And it's in dying that we are born... 
To eternal life. 
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QUESTIONS 
 
 
ICEBREAKER: What was your funniest or worst experience with a dentist? 

 
 

1. While waiting for his missionary companions to join him, Paul’s spirit was repeatedly provoked 
by the pervasive presence of idols in the city of Athens [Acts 17:16]. What idols are you 
observing in our world today that provoke your spirit [cf. Isaiah 44:9-20; Romans 1:18-25; and 2 
Corinthians 6:14-18]? 

 
2. According to Acts 17:17, how did Paul respond when his spirit was irritated by all the city’s idols 

that provides a model for us in our day [cf. Matthew 5:13-16; Colossians 4:5-6; and 1 Peter 3:14-
16]? 

 
3. What were the philosophical ideas that were shaping Paul’s day [Acts 17:18-21]? What are the 

philosophical ideas shaping our world today? What are the differences? What are the 
similarities [cf. 1 Corinthians 1:18-25; Colossians 2:8; and 1 Peter 4:3-5]? 

 
4. How did Paul affirm his audience in Acts 17:22-23 and then transition into a tactful gospel 

presentation [cf. Acts 24:10-21; Acts 26:1-8; and Acts 28:30-31]? 
 

5. Why do you think Paul did not directly quote Scripture when he shared the gospel with the 
Athenians in Acts 17:16-31? Why did he quote their own pagan writers [Acts 17:28]? What is 
your takeaway from his strategy [cf. Daniel 5:23; Acts 14:8-18; and Titus 1:12-13]? 

 
6. What is it about the resurrection that is so controversial, causing some to mock [Acts 17:32] and 

others to believe [Acts 17:34]? Also consult Acts 4:2; Acts 23:6; and 1 Corinthians 15:12-19 for 
further insights. 

 
7. What did you find helpful or challenging about this Sunday’s message? 

 
 

“Paul's claim [was] that the message he preached  
was the authentic gospel of Christ.  

It is this: two things on which Paul pre-eminently insisted - that salvation  
was provided by God's grace and that faith  

was the means by which men appropriated it.”  
F.F. Bruce 


