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1.    We have a ______________ (v. 33-34)

2.    Jesus has the _______________ (v. 35-37)

3.    We may _______________ (v. 38)

4.    Christ will _______________ (v. 39-41)



QUESTIONS

ICEBREAKER: What do you wish your phone could do?

1. Imagine walking among the disciples during their argument over which of them was the greatest [Mark 9:33-34]? What may have prompted 
the discussion? What does this kind of debate indicate about people’s hearts [cf. Proverbs 16:18; Matthew 23:1-12; and 2 Thessalonians 
2:1-4]?

2. Why do you think Jesus reversed cultural norms to promote humble service [Mark 9:35]? What does this indicate about the values that govern 
His kingdom [cf. Luke 18:9-14; James 4:10; and 1 Peter 3:8]?

3. What do you know about the nature of children that made one of them a useful illustration for Jesus to correct His disciples [Mark 9:36]? 
Consider also Matthew 11:25-26; Ephesians 5:1; and Philippians 2:14-16.

4. What does John’s reaction to the man casting out demons reveal about the individual’s legitimacy and the apostle’s exclusivity [Mark 9:38]? 
Look up Numbers 11:26-30; Luke 9:51-55; and Philippians 2:25-30 for more insights.

5. How does this exchange between Jesus and John in Mark 9:38-40 address the tribalism that frequently infects the Christian subculture [cf. 
John 13:34-35; John 17:20-23; and 1 Corinthians 12:3]?

6. Why does Jesus promise a reward for simple acts of service such as the giving of a cup of water for His sake [Mark 9:41]? What does this 
show about His kingdom’s values [cf. Luke 7:44-50; John 13:1-17; and Philippians 2:5-8]?

7. What did you find helpful or challenging about this Sunday’s message?

“The Christian Gospel is that I am so flawed that Jesus had to die for me, yet I am so loved and valued that Jesus was glad to die for me. This 
leads to deep humility and deep confidence at the same time. It undermines both swaggering and sniveling. I cannot feel superior to anyone, and 
yet I have nothing to prove to anyone. I do not think more of myself nor less of myself. Instead, I think of myself less.” (Timothy Keller)


