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Welcome to  our 2021 Week of Prayer! 
Dear Church Family, 

Thank you for joining our 2021 Week of Prayer.  This prayer and 
devotional guide is a resource for our church family to use during 
these unusual and challenging days.  COVID-19 may be restricting 
our normal activities, but it has heightened our opportunities to 
pray.

I am calling my church family to join me in concerted prayer that 
we might see God move in powerful ways in our church, our city 
and country. COVID-19 has had a devastating effect on people’s 
physical and mental health.  Even if we have not been ill with this 
virus, there is no doubt that we have felt its adverse effects in many 
ways. 

Whatever our personal views on this crisis, we are all in agreement 
that we need God’s intervention. That’s why we pray!  I know that 
as believers we all pray on a regular basis. But I am asking that we 
make prayer our top priority for this week of prayer.  It is time to 
devote ourselves to prayer. 

This prayer guide is a tool to inspire you to pray.  It will guide you 
in some of the requests that are uppermost in our thinking, but I 
am sure that the Spirit will also lead you in prayer for other things 
and people that this guide does not mention. The important thing 
is that we set aside the time needed for ourselves and families to 
pray.  Plan 20-60 minutes each day to reflect on God’s Word and 
pray.  

It has hit me numerous times during the lockdowns of this past 
year that prayer is our life-line to the Throne of Grace.  “Let us then 
with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”  (Hebrews 
4:16) 

I’ll meet you there this week, 

Deric Bartlett (Rev)

Pastor
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PRAYER OF PROTECTION
Begin your prayer time by Praying a Prayer of Protection over 
you and your loved ones.  (Michael Chang) 

Father God, You are the Creator of heaven and earth, The 
Almighty, All-knowing, Ever-present and Ever-loving God. I ask 
You to surround me with the light of Christ, the armour of God.  
Separate my spirit from anything that is not from You or for You. 
Pull my spirit together, as close to my body as it needs to be. Put 
a strong, spiritual and emotional boundary or barrier around me. 
Banish any other darkness from around me. Surround me with Your 
light. Grant me Your peace, presence, power and love. Banish any 
darkness from my home and property. Cleanse them from any and 
all evil. Bless our home and property.  Fill them with Your light, 
peace and presence, In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

Father in Heaven, I ask You to break any dark power or force that 
is assigned or attached to my life. Lord Jesus, stand in any areas of 
vulnerability or weakness and fill those places with Your love and 
power. Cancel the effects of any and all negative words, thoughts, 
feelings, intentions, actions and behaviours. Annul any prayers, 
blessings or curses for me and my family that are not Your will.  In 
Jesus’ name, Amen. 

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the power of His shed 
blood on the cross, I command the accusations and judgment of 
the enemy to be broken now. And in Jesus’ name I command any 
curses received by me and my family to be broken now. They shall 
not prosper as I annul them in Jesus’ mighty name. 

I confess and proclaim a blessing to all that I am, hope to be and 
put my hand to do for the glory of God. I receive His blessings and 
promises for my life, physical health, emotional health, spiritual life, 
home, finances, ministry and family.  In Jesus’ name

My refuge and my fortress,
    my God, in whom I trust.

Psalm 91:2 
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BEGIN OUR JOURNEY ~ Pastor Tom
Scripture Reading:  Colossians 3:12-15

As we begin our journey leading up to Easter, I attempted to reflect on 
how Christ is in each of us. As I reflected on this year’s Easter theme 
based on Galatians 2:20, I was drawn to the following passage in 
Colossians.  

Therefore, as God ’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved,
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,

humility, gentleness and patience. 
Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a 

grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 
And over all these virtues put on love,

which binds them all together in perfect unity.
Colossians 3:12-15 

There is a famous quote that says, “You only get one chance at a first 
impression.” I cannot recall who said this, but I believe it to be true. I 
have learned how to make a pretty good first impression (at least I like to 
think I have) over the years but I still get nervous. I remember my first job 
interview, it was at Hollister and I got some advice from all of the adults 
in my life on how to dress (My dad even showed me how to tie a tie). 
Everyone said the better you are dressed the better your first impression 
will be. I was able to get the job and we had an orientation that mainly 
explained that as retail workers in the store we were supposed to 
embody the values of Hollister which meant there was a strict dress code 
and a plethora of rules that were meant to be followed. They taught us 
how to match colours, how to make sure our hair was “just right” and the 
perfect amount of rips that our jeans should have. This was because we 
would be giving customers their first impression of the Hollister brand 
which needed to be good for the customer to spend their money at the 
store.  

As Christians, we represent what it means to be Christian to all non-
believers. As part of our training, Paul outlines a uniform for us to wear. 
In verse 12 we are asked to clothe ourselves in compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness, and peace. This uniform can be challenging to put 
on some days, weeks, months, or even years. There are times when it is 
challenging to be kind to that co-worker who always steals your ideas, 
or to be humble when you have been blessed with a variety of amazing 
things in your life. How can we be gentle when the world around us is 
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not gentle? How can we show patience when we are running late and the 
car in front of us is clearly lacking the knowledge of the speed limit? How 
can we show compassion to someone who has wronged us and got what 
is coming to them? 

In verse 13, we are told to bear with and forgive each other. It is 
challenging sometimes to remember that when we are having a bad day 
that other people could also be experiencing something similar or worse. 
This call to forgive each other is critical. If we all just remained angry 
over every issue we had with someone we would run out of people to 
interact with. As someone who has spent the better part of a year talking 
to the same five people, I have developed an even greater appreciation 
for human interaction. In verse 14, we are reminded that love is what 
completes the outfit that Paul has told us to wear. Love is what makes this 
possible. Without love for one another we are prone to be inconsiderate, 
arrogant, aggressive, and impatient. However, with love from Christ and 
for one another we are able to put on the uniform that Paul tells us to 
wear to honour God as His chosen people.   

Remember that every day you are representing Jesus and all of your 
brothers and sisters in Christ. Every time you interact with someone if you 
are having a good day or a bad day, Christ’s love is with you and He is 
giving you the opportunity to share that love with the world. So, as you 
put on your uniform and get ready for today, remember that Paul has a 
uniform for you to wear not only during work but for every hour of every 
day.  

Questions to Dig Deeper:  
How can I spread God’s love around my community? 

How can I ensure that I embody Paul’s words when I am having a 
challenging time? 

Have I been holding onto a grievance with someone? How can I forgive 
them?
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HOW TO PRAY FOR AN HOUR :: SUGGESTIONS
1. PRAISE:  start by praising the Lord. Praise Him for things that

are on your mind right now; for one special thing He has done 
in your life in the past week; for His goodness to your family 
(Psalm 34:1) 

2. WAITING: wait on the Lord. Let Him pull together reflections
for you. Think about the hour before you and the things you 
want the Lord to do in your life (Psalm 27:14) 

3. CONFESSION: ask the Holy Spirit to show you anything in
your life which might be displeasing to Him; to point out        
attitudes that are wrong, as well as specific acts for which you 
have not yet made a prayer of confession. Confess these things 
to the Lord and claim 1 John 1:9 (Psalm 51:1-19) 

4. READ THE WORD: read God’s promises in the Psalms, the 
prophets, and other passages (Psalm 119:97) 

5. PETITION: general requests for others, praying through prayer 
lists, or prayer cards (Hebrews 4:16) 

6. INTERCESSION: specific prayer on behalf of others (Romans
15:30-33) 

7. PRAY THE WORD: take the Scriptures and pray them aloud. 
Certain sections of Psalm 119 lend themselves beautifully to 
prayer expression (Psalm 119:38-46) 

8. THANKSGIVING: spend these minutes giving thanks to the
Lord for things in your life, things on behalf of the church, 
things on behalf of your family (Philippians 4:6) 

9. SINGING: let this time be a time of praise through song (Psalm
59:17) 

10. MEDITATE: ask the Lord to speak back to you; keep a
paper and pen handy to record what He impresses on your 
heart (Psalm 63) 

11. LISTEN: spend time merging the things you have read from 
the Word, the things you have prayed, the things you have 
thanked the Lord for, the things that you have been singing, 
and see how the Lord brings them all together to speak to you 
(1 Samuel 3:9-10) 

12. END WITH PRAISE: Praise the Lord for the time you have
spent with Him. Praise Him for the impressions that He has    
given you. Praise Him for the prayer requests He raised up in 
your mind (Psalm 145:1-13)
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PRAYER OF REPENTANCE
Prepare your heart in worship and confession 
Loving Heavenly Father, I come again to worship You in the wonder 
of who You are.
I confess my sins to You, dear Heavenly Father. Wash me clean in 
my Saviour’s precious blood from all that offends You. I recognize 
within my person a fleshly nature that can be rebellious in Your 
sight. I affirm that in my union with Christ in His death I am dead to 
the rule of the fleshly nature.
I desire the new nature You have placed within me to be in charge 
through the power of my Saviour’s resurrection. Thank You for 
having made this new creation in righteousness and true holiness, 
so I can love You deeply and serve You fully.
May Your Holy Spirit enable me to manifest before You and others 
the fruit of His full control.
I confess that as a believer I show my poor, blind, and naked 
condition. Thank You that my Lord Jesus Christ has invited me 
to come and buy from Him gold refined in His disciplining fires. I 
want that gold for myself and for Your church. Anoint our eyes with 
the eye salve that enables us to see things as our Lord Jesus sees 
them.
I base every request on the merit of our Lord Jesus Christ’s
finished work. Amen.

In His book “Reclaiming Surrendered Ground” Jim Logan, offers 
the following prayer of confession and cleansing that we can pray 
for ourselves and for our family.   

“I now confess and repent of all my sins, known and unknown. 
I now confess the sins of my forefathers. In the name of the 
blood of Jesus Christ I break and renounce the power of every 
demonic curse that was passed down to me by the sins and 
actions of others. I now renounce, break, and loose myself and 
my family from all demonic subjection to any human being who 
has in the past or is now controlling me or my family in any way 
contrary to the Word and the will of God. In the name of Jesus 
Christ, I break the power and hold of every curse that has come 
to me through disobedience—mine or my forefathers’. I claim 
release and freedom through the blood of Christ. Amen.”
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AN UNEXPECTED SIGHTING ~ Pastor Drew
Scripture Reading:  Matthew 28:1-10

“Do not be afraid;
go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee,

and there they will see me.”
Matthew 28:9 

I’ve found one of the most difficult aspects of the pandemic has been 
the requirement to isolate. To be unable to see, greet, shake hands or 
hug one another has been so hard! Yes, Zoom and FaceTime help, but 
there’s nothing that can replace actually being able to be in the physical 
presence of each other. The physical touch of handshakes and hugs are 
the best kinds of greetings between family and friends. Oh, how I long 
for that!

In the Gospel according to Matthew Chapter 28, we read about Mary 
and Mary Magdalene going to the tomb Jesus had been laid in. Their 
expectation was that they would grieve and mourn at the tomb. Instead, 
they experienced the presence of a glorious and mighty angel, an 
earthquake, lightning and thunder! The stone was rolled back and the 
guards collapsed in fright just as if they had died!  

The angel sat on the stone and spoke to the women. He told the women 
that Jesus, who had been crucified, had risen and was no longer there! 
He invited them to see for themselves but to then hurry and tell the 
disciples what they had seen and been told. So, off they went, excited 
and with some confusion and fear, but anxious to tell the disciples. 

As they ran along, lo and behold, they saw Jesus! He greeted them and 
they immediately ran to Him, fell in front of Him and grabbed His feet. 
What a moment for these women! Back in His presence! Able to see, 
speak to and touch Him!  

Can you remember the first time you “saw” Jesus? I can! I was a young 
man and that moment was a “game changer” for me. I knew my life was 
forever changed by Him. He took my sorrow, despair, confusion and 
turned it into great joy! If you haven’t yet seen Jesus, my prayer is that 
you will meet Him soon, even this very day. It is the greatest joy anyone 
will ever know! 

Prayer
Dear Jesus, our eyes, hearts and minds are tired from the violence, 
injustice, sickness, and death in this world. Speak to our spirit that we 
might be drawn to You today so that we may finally see the joy and hope 
only You can give. Amen.
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PRAY FOR HEALING, RESTORATION & RENEWAL
This past year has been difficult for everyone in light of the 
global pandemic. Pray for those who need God’s comfort, 
strength, encouragement and wisdom.  

1. THOSE SUFFERING LOSS:  Pray for those who have lost loved 
ones, those who lost their livelihood and income, all who have 
had difficulty with isolation, loneliness and dispair or other 
smaller but significant losses brought on by the pandemic; ask 
for comfort and hope amid their grief. 

2. THOSE WHO ARE SICK:  Pray that all affected by this disease 
have access to the care, treatment and support that they need. 
Pray for peace, comfort and perseverance amid the suffering. 
Pray that they would seek their strength in Jesus and that they 
would be healed. 

3.  FRONT LINE WORKERS:  Pray for strength, both physical 
and mental, for those who care for the well-being of others. 
Pray for stamina during the long and intense work hours. Pray 
for protection over them and their families as they continue to 
serve others faithfully and selflessly.

4. LOCAL AND NATIONAL LEADERS:  Pray for our officials to 
seek help from those that have the greatest understanding  of 
the virus and can provide the best guidance for the necessary 
protocols to stop the spread of the virus. 

5. ERADICATION OF THE VIRUS:  Pray for wisdom and 
perserverance for those responsible for creating and 
developing a cure to stop the spread of the virus. Pray that the 
scientists and pharmacology companies are able to create and 
distribute a vaccine to stop the spread of this virus. 

6. RENEWAL:  Pray for renewal in our families, churches, 
communities and countries that have experienced conflict and 
division. Pray that God will bring healing and reconciliation 
through the Holy Spirit.

 
7. PRAISE:  Praise God for His unfailing love! How have you 

sensed God loving and caring for you and your loved ones? 
Give thanks for the promise that “in all things God works for the 
good of those who love him” (Romans 8:28, NIV)
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WHAT TO PRAY FOR YOUR CHURCH
Content from The Gospel Coalition Website (Jonathan Leeman)   
1.   That we would have unity amid diversity—loving those with 

whom we have nothing in common but the gospel.
2.   That a culture of discipling would form in which making 

disciples is viewed as an ordinary part of the Christian life.
3.   That faithful elders would use Scripture to train members to 

do the work of ministry.
4.   That a hunger for studying the gospel would form among 

members so that they can guide and guard one another.
5.   That transparent, meaningful relationships would become 

normal rather than anonymous and estranged.
6.   The preaching of God’s Word—that it would be biblically  

careful and Holy Spirit imbued.
7.   That elders would remain above reproach, kept from 

temptation, complacency, idols, and worldliness.
8.   That the church’s songs would teach members to biblically 

confess, lament, and praise.
9.   That the church’s prayers would be infused with biblical 

ambitions, honesty, and humility.
10. That adult members would work to disciple teenagers and 

not just leave it to programming.
11. That the church’s primary teachers grow in dedication to 

God’s Word even when no one’s watching.
12. That it would grow in being distinct from the world in love 

and holiness, even as it engages outsiders.
13. That members would share the gospel this week—and see 

more conversions!
14. That members would be prepared for persecution, 

remembering to love, not curse, their persecutors.
15. That hopes for political change would be outstretched by the 

hope of heaven.
16. That giving would be faithful, as well as joyful, consistent, 

and sacrificial.
17. That more members would use their careers to take the 

gospel to places it’s never been.
18. That members would be good and do good in their 

workplaces this week.
Can you think of something I didn’t include? Then pray it and share 
it! This is hardly the “official list” of the 18 most important things 
to pray. They’re simply what one guy thought of while sitting in his 
office chair.
The point is for all of us to start praying more intentionally for our 
churches, and to encourage others to do the same.
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PRAY FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH 
Pray for the places of the world that The Holy Spirit is pressing 
on your heart 

• Ask God to grant our suffering brothers and sisters courage, 
strength, wisdom and an unshakeable trust in the sovereignty 
and love of God

• Pray they will remain faithful and strong

• Pray that they will be able to forgive

• Ask God to grant them humility, that they may follow Jesus’ 
example in times of injustice and false accusations

• Pray for joy when suffering physical distress in mind or body

• Ask God to convict the persecutors and open their eyes to the 
bold witness of those they persecute and turn their hearts over 
to Christ

• Pray for government leaders that they will repent and turn to 
Christ. Pray that strongholds will be overthrown in each country 
and that the light of God’s glory will break through

• Pray that the body of Christ worldwide might have a greater 
burden for those in COVID stricken areaa. That our brothers 
and sisters in Christ might have greater protection during this 
unprecedented time.

We are afflicted in every way,
but not crushed; perplexed, but not 

driven to despair; persecuted, but not
forsaken; s truck down, but not destroyed

2 Corinthians 4:8-9



EASTER CHANGES EVERYTHING! ~ Pastor Brad
Scripture Reading:  Acts 4:5-12

On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered 
together in Jerusalem, with Annas the high pries t and 

Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of 
the high-pries tly family. And when they had set them 

in the midst, they inquired, “ By what power or by what 
name did you do this? ” Then Peter, filled with the Holy 

Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 
if we are being examined today concerning a good deed 

done to a crippled man, by what means this man has been 
healed, let it be known to all of you and to all the people 
of Is rael that by the name of Jesus Chris t of Nazareth, 

whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by 
him this man is s tanding before you well.

This Jesus is the s tone that was rejected by you, the builders,
which has become the corners tone.

And there is salvation in no one else,
for there is no other name under heaven given among men

by which we must be saved.”
 

The first Easter witnessed the death of death through death. Jesus’ 
crucifixion paid for fallen humanity’s sins, for He died in our place as the 
righteous for the unrighteous [1 Peter 3:18]. The forces arrayed against 
Him thought He was vanquished, and life would return to normal. They 
locked down the tomb so no one could steal His body to perpetuate the 
myth of His rising from the dead as they remembered He had promised 
[Matthew 27:63]. Then, for three days, they waited, certain the first 
Sunday following Jesus’ execution would be uneventful. 

They were mistaken. 

The stone proved no match for the angel of the Lord sent from 
heaven [Matthew 28:2]. The guards were overcome and left the tomb 
unguarded. The seal was broken, not to provide the One inside an exit, 
but to permit those outside to see its emptiness. The Lamb of God who 
had come to take away the sin of the world [John 1:29] had become the 
Lion of the tribe of Judah [Revelation 5:5]. 
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Easter had changed everything! 

For the early Christians, Jesus’ life, miracles and teachings finally made 
sense as they saw Him and spoke with Him following His resurrection. 
Their ordinary lives were completely transformed into extraordinary 
ambassadors for their ever-living Saviour. Their joy, their hope, their 
purpose and their courage surged without bounds. 

In one of the most telling stories from the early part of Acts, Peter and 
John, by the power of the Holy Spirit, healed a crippled man [Acts 
3:1-10]. They leveraged the opportunity to preach the gospel to the 
gathered crowd in the temple [Acts 3:11-26]. The religious leaders 
quickly pounced on them for proclaiming Jesus and the resurrection 
from the dead and threw them in prison. The next day, the 2 disciples 
were hauled to court to appear before the very same rulers who had 
condemned Jesus to die just a few short weeks earlier [Acts 4:5-11]. 

You would think Peter and John would be terrified. Instead, they boldly 
testified that the crippled man had been healed in Jesus’ Name – the 
very Name of the One they had crucified - who had since risen from the 
dead. They confronted the religious leaders’ complicity in Jesus’ death 
but declared that God had raised Him up. The Name of Jesus was the 
only Name that brings salvation [Acts 4:12]. As much as it shocked the 
religious leaders, the text goes on to say they noted how ordinary these 
men were, but “recognized that they had been with Jesus” [Acts 4:13]. 
Their lives, the life of the crippled man, and the lives of countless others 
had been transformed through the Name of Jesus. And there was no 
possibility the religious leaders could deny it. 

Easter had changed everything! And it still does today!
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PRAY FOR MISSIONS 

Pray for our missionary families: 
• Pray for the missionary families we support 

• Pray they will have intimacy with God. Ask God to draw them 
into His Word each day and fill them with thankfulness 

• Pray they will be able to understand and appreciate the 
local customs. Ask God to help them be humble, wise, and 
respectful as they interact with others so that they will not 
offend their neighbours 

• May God equip them to always be ready to give an account for 
the hope that is in them. Teach them how to share the Gospel 
with gentleness and reverence 

• Ask God to help them make disciples who also can teach others 

• Pray that God will grant them good health, and protect them 
from physical danger. Ask God to shield them with His armour 
so that they can stand firm against evil 

• Pray that the Lord of the harvest will send out more workers to 
help those already in the field

• The countries in which our missionaries live have been more 
dramatically impacted because of COVID-19. Pray that our 
workers and the areas in which they serve are protected. Ask for 
health for the people, their livelihoods and for stability in their 
regions

• The financial impact around the world has caused financial set-
backs for our missionaries. Pray that God will provide for their 
ongoing needs.

Go into all the world and
proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.

Mark 16:15



FINISH YOUR PRAYER TIME
with the following confessions of TRUTH

God’s Word is alive. It is alive in me. God speaks to me through 
His Word.  He gives me revelation through His Word. I accept 
His Word as though the Lord Jesus Christ Himself were in person 
speaking to me. And I act upon it accordingly. (Hebrews 4:12) 

God’s Word is true. I believe God. I walk in the light of what the 
Word says, because the Word of God is speaking to me today. 
(Psalm 119:105)

I believe God. I act upon His Word. Then He watches over His 
Word to perform it in my life. (Jeremiah 1:12; Isaiah 5:11)

As I study the Word of God, I am becoming one with it. I am 
feeding upon it; I am hearing it; and faith is coming to me.   
(Romans 10:17; 2 Timothy 2:15)

I agree with the witness of God. What He says I am, I am. What 
He says I have, I have. What He says I can do, I can do (Philippians 
4:13).  I am redeemed! In Christ I have redemption! Through His 
blood I have redemption! I’m not trying to get it; it’s mine. I have it 
now!

Now may the Lord of peace himself
give you peace at all times in every way.

The Lord be with you all.
2 Thessalonians 3:16
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VICTORY IN JESUS ~ Ms Heidi
Scripture Reading:  Matthew 28:1-10

Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the firs t day of 
the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to 

see the tomb. And behold, there was a great earthquake, 
for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came 

and rolled back the s tone and sat on it. His appearance 
was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 And 
for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead 

men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, 
for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is 

not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place 
where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples that 

he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before 
you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told 

you.” So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear 
and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. And behold, 

Jesus met them and said, “Greetings! ” And they came up 
and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus 
said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers 

to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.”
Between Basketball Camp and Easter two years ago, the idea of 
“victory” resonated on my mind. At Basketball Camp, we had compared 
the celebration of a win in sport to a win in life: The winning team in 
sport always changes. Victory in life, however, is ever only achieved 
by one team: God’s team. We all are given the opportunity to be on 
His team, we simply need to accept His gracious gift of salvation.  At 
Easter time, we are reminded of His grace and what Jesus’ death and 
resurrection means to us.  

God loves you so much that He willingly took your sins to Calvary and 
nailed them to the cross. Romans 3:23 says, “For all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God.” He bore the burden of ALL sin that day -- my 
sin, and yours -- so that we may have victory in Jesus through the blood 
that He shed on the cross.  

Of course, it doesn’t stop there! Not only does Jesus stand ready to 
forgive you of your sins, He also delivers you from the power of your 
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sins! He graciously wipes the slate clean, transforms your heart and mind, 
and gives you the Holy Spirit to guide you. Romans 8:2 tells us, “For the 
power of the life-giving Spirit has freed you through Christ Jesus from the 
power of sin that leads to death.” By His presence we receive a power 
that can enable us to recognize sin and to resist it. As believers, we must 
learn to live with a continuous dependence upon the power of the Holy 
Spirit, if we hope to be obedient to God. 

But, even when we accept that He forgives us of our sins and we accept 
we have the Holy Spirit’s power at work in our hearts, we are not yet 
completely free from sin. As long as we are living in these earthly bodies, 
we will struggle with sin. It is only because of the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, that one day our old bodies will be changed into new bodies and 
we will forever be freed not only from the pull of sin, but even from the 
presence of sin. Through the resurrection of Jesus, we have complete 
victory over sin and death.  

1 Corinthians 15:55-57 says it well, “Where, O death, is your victory?  
Where, O death, is your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power 
of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” Jesus was not defeated that day at Calvary! Satan 
had his moment of gloating only to be defeated the moment Jesus rose 
out of the tomb! Death was not the end, but only the beginning of what 
would be the most glorious victory for all!  

As believers we do not have to be afraid of death! We know we have an 
eternal home in Heaven with the Saviour. He has gone to prepare a place 
for us. His promises are true and eternal. As the Apostle Paul stated in 2 
Corinthians 5:8, “To be absent from the body is to be present with the 
Lord.”  

Do you feel victorious or do you feel burdened? In the midst of your 
current struggles and challenges, are you living in freedom, celebrating 
His victory over sin and death? Jesus is always standing ready to extend 
His gift of eternal life and provide victory over sin and death! If you have 
accepted Him into your heart and yet still struggle with the presence and 
power of sin, remind yourself of His forgiveness and that He has given 
you the Holy Spirit to deliver you from the burden of sin. 

I encourage you to listen to the words of “Victory in Jesus1.” The words 
from this well-known and cherished hymn reminds us that we do not 
have to wait until we are in heaven to experience victory. No, this hymn 
reminds us we can experience victory in Jesus every day of our lives! 
(Even in the midst of a pandemic!) Hallelujah! The chains of sin are gone 
and we have been set free!

1  Victory In Jesus - Travis Cottrell lyrics  (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oJKEUrnZtyQ)
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It’s been an extraordinary year that we would like to 
celebrate together during our virtual LIFT Service.

Please consider joining one of our Livestreams
Wednesday, March 24th

from 7 - 8:30pm

Let ’s continue to Pray
together throughout 2021!


