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1. The ____________________ of the mission is Jesus Christ (v. 13ff)

2. The _______________ of the mission is building His church (v. 18)   

3. The _________________________ of the mission is confessing Jesus as Lord  (v.16, 17)

4. The ____________________ to engage the mission is bold (v.13, 18, 19-20,  23) 

5. The _______________ that unlock the mission are shared with the church (v. 19-20)

6. The ____________________ to the mission is from within its ranks (v. 21-23)



QUESTIONS

ICEBREAKER: Do you think you rely too heavily on your phone? Why or why not?

1. If Jesus was to ask His question recorded in Matthew 16:13 today, what answers do you think He would receive [cf. Matthew 12:22-32; 
Matthew 27:62-66; and John 10:30-33]?

2. In response to Jesus’ question, the disciples reported the popular perceptions of Jesus’ identity [Matthew 16:14]. What do these opinions 
reveal about Jesus, and about the crowds? How accurate were the crowds’ opinions? [cf. Matthew 17:9-13; Luke 9:7-9; and John 1:19-28]?

3. The disciples had been eyewitnesses to Jesus’ teaching and miracles for many months. Now, Jesus posed a question: “Who do you say that I 
am?” Why is this such a key question? What does it reveal about a true believer’s heart [cf. John 20:26-29; Romans 10:9-10; and Philippians 
2:9-11]?

4. Peter’s confession of Jesus as “the Christ, the Son of the living God” [Matthew 16:16] showed he was beginning to grasp Jesus’ true identity. 
Do you agree with Peter’s assessment? What difference does Jesus’ identity make in life [cf. Matthew 14:28-33; John 6:66-69; and John 
11:25-27]?

5. Jesus promised to build His church [Matthew 16:18], and not even the powers of death and darkness would overcome it. How is this promise 
giving you hope and encouragement in these diffi cult days [cf. Ephesians 2:19-22; 1 Timothy 3:14-16; and 1 Peter 2:4-12]?

6. Matthew 16:18-19 are a challenge. Is Peter the preeminent apostle? What are “the keys of the kingdom”, and how do we make sense of 
“binding” and “loosing”? Jesus was emphasizing the early apostles’ historical signifi cance in founding His church, as clearly portrayed in the 
book of Acts. As followers of Jesus, what is our role today to continue advancing His church [cf. Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 1:8; and 2 Corinthians 
5:17-21]?

7. What did you fi nd helpful or challenging about this Sunday’s message?

“The glory of the gospel is that when the church is absolutely different from the world, she invariably attracts it.” (Martyn Lloyd-Jones)


