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4. God’s will for believers’ lives is made clear in 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18. 
    Rejoicing, praying, and giving thanks are commanded as habitual 
    practices for every believer. How do we obey these within the context of 
    our brutal, busy and broken world?

5. How does one quench the Spirit [1 Thessalonians 5:19]? Consider Isaiah 
    63:10, Acts 5:3, Acts 7:51 and Ephesians 4:30 in your response.

6. One of the functions of the Word of God is to train believers to be 
    discerning [1 Thessalonians 5:20-22]. How does the Word of God 
    accomplish this according to these verses as well as Psalm 19:7-14, 
    Philippians 4:8, and 1 John 4:1-3?

7. What did you find helpful or challenging about this Sunday’s message?

“Men compare themselves with men, and readily with the worst, and flatter 
themselves with that comparative betterness. This is not the way to see 
spots, to look into the muddy streams of profane men’s lives; but look into 
the clear fountain of the Word, and there we may both discern and wash 
them; and consider the infinite holiness of God, and this will humble us to 
the dust.” (Robert Leighton)
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Ice Breaker: Who were your role models when you were younger?

1. Leaders are expected to work hard, to provide oversight on the Lord’s behalf, and to 
    admonish those under their care. What is expected of those being led [1 
    Thessalonians 5:12-13], and how are they to do this according to this text as well as 
    1 Corinthians 16:15-18, Philippians 2:25-30 and Hebrews 13:17?

2. The measure of a community’s character is in its treatment of the vulnerable. How 
    are we encouraged to serve those who are hurting among us [1 Thessalonians 
    5:14]? What would this look like within our church family?
  

3.  Revenge seems sweet, but ultimately embitters us. How are followers of Jesus to 
     respond when wronged [1Thessalonians 5:15; Matthew 5:38-48; Romans 12:17-
     19; 1 Peter 3:9]?
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