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1.   Relationship is as much a part of the ______________________ 
as the forgiveness of sins v.7-8

3. How important are relationships to you? Do you have a relationship 
problem with another person or persons? According to this passage, what 
can you do to resolve the problem and restore the relationship?

4. John comes on with a very strong accusation in verse 11. What does John 
mean when he says, “… whoever hates his brother is in the darkness…?” 
How might you describe the spiritual condition of someone who “hates his 
brother?” 

5. Where are there opportunities to build new, meaningful relationships in 
your life? What are some practical things you can do to begin building this 
kind of relationship with a person? What might need to change in you for 
this to happen?

“Everyone says they want community and deep friendship. However, 
because it takes accountability and commitment, we run the other way.” 
                                                                                            - Timothy Keller

Introduction



2.   Relationship is as much a part of _________________________________ 
as learning doctrine v.9-11

3.   Relationship is as much a part of your ____________________________ 
as knowing the truth v.12-14

Ice Breaker: I enjoy watching TV detective shows. I don’t like to be restricted to the 
network’s schedule, so we get shows on DVD, to watch when we want. The “who-done-
it” part is fun, but I particularly enjoy being able to watch every episode, to witness the 
process of how each character develops. Then, how the relationships between the 
characters grow as part of the seasons’ storyline. Some of the characters are close 
friends, others not so much. Inevitably, there’s team-building, deeper friendship and 
probably a romance growing somewhere! 

How seriously do you value the relationships in your life? Are you taking time to build 
new relationships, taking the time to invest in and deepen those existing relationships? 

1. In verse 7, John begins to single out one of God’s commands that we are required 
to keep. In what way is John writing about something old, and in what way is he writing 
about something new? Why must our understanding contain both? (see Lev. 19:18; 
Deut. 6:5; John 13:34-35)

2. John returns to the illustration he used in chapter one, contrasting darkness and 
light. Discuss the meaning of light and darkness in verses 8 to 11. What shows you are 
walking in the light and not in darkness?
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Questions
Please read 1 John 2:7-14.


