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A. Don’t believe everything you hear

B. DO discern truth from error

II. Growing In God’s Wisdom
1.   _______________________in the truth about Jesus Christ v.2-3 

3. In verse 4, John reminds us that we have overcome the world if we live in 
the Holy Spirit’s power. Expand on that thought, referencing other Scripture. 
(e.g. Rom. 8:6-11; 2 Cor. 3:16-18; Gal. 5:16-18; 22-26; 1 Thess. 5:19)

4. Now, reference and apply what this and other Scripture has to say about 
how we are to listen to the Word of God. (vv.5-6) What are you doing to 
guard yourself against false teaching?

“Truth without love is harshness; it gives us information but in such a way 
that we cannot really hear it.” - Timothy Keller

I. Introduction



2. ______________________________________in the Holy Spirit’s power v.4 

3. _________________________________________to the Word of God v.5-6

Ice Breaker: Sometimes I fi nd myself listening to people without really hearing them. 
Or, sometimes it seems I only hear what I want to hear. My ability to hear has little to 
do with the importance of the message being communicated and more to do with my 
own attitude or my state of mind at the time.

How can you train yourself to really pay attention to the things that are truly important?

1. In verse 1, John cautions his readers to always test what they hear or are learning. 
Why do we need to be so diligent in testing what we hear or read? (read Matt. 7:15; 
Acts 20:28-30; 2 Pet. 1:1)

2. With many different ideas being taught about the Bible and who Jesus is, describe 
and expand on how John says we can be sure to learn the truth about Jesus and His 
Gospel. (vv.2-3)
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Questions
Please read 1 John 4:1-6


