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1. The cross must be correctly positioned (v. 17) 

2. The cross must be humbly proclaimed (v. 18-21) 

3. The cross must be sacrificially embraced (v. 22-23) 

4. The cross must be fully believed (v. 18, 24-25) 
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QUESTIONS 
 

ICEBREAKER:  What is the worst advice you have ever received? 

1. What is it about the cross that seems foolish to many [1 Corinthians 1:18a]? What is it about 
the cross that reveals its power to those who are believers [1 Corinthians 1:18b]? Also 
consult Romans 1:16-17; 1 Corinthians 2:14; and 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12. 

2. What are some common ideas found in our contemporary world that are presented as 
wise but are, in fact, foolish from God’s perspective [1 Corinthians 1:19-20]? Also examine 
Job 5:13; Isaiah 29:13-16; and Jeremiah 8:9. 

3. Why does preaching the Word of God appear to be foolish [1 Corinthians 1:21]? What is 
the result of proclaiming the gospel [cf. Luke 3:3-14; Acts 2:37-39; and Acts 16:30-31]? 

4. Why would Jews demand signs [1 Corinthians 1:22]? What was the purpose of signs [cf. 
Matthew 12:38-41; John 3:2; and Acts 2:22]? 

5. Why did the Greeks seek after wisdom [1 Corinthians 1:22]? How does worldly wisdom 
often lead people away from God [cf. Psalm 53:1-4; Acts 17:32; and Colossians 2:8]? 

6. How does the message of Christ crucified display both the power and wisdom of God [1 
Corinthians 1:23-24]? Also consider Acts 4:10-12; Galatians 3:1; and 1 Peter 3:18. 

7. What did you find helpful or challenging about this Sunday’s message? 

“Christ does not merely offer the sacrifice; he becomes the sacrifice. He is not 
simply one who dies with the rest of us or pleads that we be spared the death 

sentence. He is the one who dies in order that we be spared this death. He 
drinks the cup so that we should not drink it; is cursed so that we should not be 

cursed; is forsaken so that we should not be forsaken; is condemned so that 
we should not be condemned.”  

Donald Macleod 

 

 


