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1. We have the power of faith to overcome the world (v. 9-13)  

2. We have the power of love to build one another up (v. 14-15)  

3. We have the power of Jesus living in us (v. 16-17)  

4.       We have the power of courage to confront the arrogant among us (v. 18-21) 

 

KINGDOM POWER 
1 Corinthians 4:9-21 

February 19, 2023 



 

QUESTIONS 

ICEBREAKER:  What sport do you wish you knew more about? 

1. Somehow, the Corinthians began to believe they were above the sufferings of this world and self-
sufficient [1 Corinthians 4:8]. Why is this a dangerous perspective for believers [cf. Hosea 12:8; Luke 
18:11-12; and Revelation 3:17-18]? 

2. Paul contrasted the life of a true apostle of the Lord with the Corinthians’ smug self-sufficiency [1 
Corinthians 4:9-10]. Why did he do this? What does this teach us about gospel ministry [cf. Romans 
8:31-39; 2 Corinthians 11:21-33; and Hebrews 10:32-34]? 

3. Paul recounted the reality of suffering for the sake of the gospel of Christ in 1 Corinthians 4:11-13. 
Why are hardships part of the Christian life? What do they accomplish [cf. 2 Corinthians 4:7-11; 2 
Corinthians 4:16-18; and Philippians 4:12-13]? 

4. The apostle used the imagery of a father with his children in 1 Corinthians 4:14-16. Why is this an 
effective approach when there is a need to admonish someone caught up in an error [cf. Acts 20:31; 
Galatians 4:12-20; and 1 Thessalonians 2:11-12]? 

5. How was Timothy described in 1 Corinthians 4:17, and what was his mission? What would be 
included in Paul’s “ways in Christ” that he taught everywhere in every church [cf. Romans 1:1-4; 1 
Corinthians 15:3-11; and Philippians 3:7-16]? 

6. How did Paul describe the true nature of the kingdom of God in 1 Corinthians 4:18-21? Why does 
this matter [cf. Mark 10:13-16; John 18:36-37; and Romans 14:17]? 

7. What did you find helpful or challenging about this Sunday’s message? 

 

 

“If we do anything to further the kingdom of God, we may expect to find what Christ found on 
that road – abuse, indifference, injustice, misunderstanding, trouble of some kind. Take it. Why 

not? To that you were called. In Latin America someone who feels sorry for himself is said to 
look like a donkey in a downpour. If we think of the glorious fact that we are on the same path 

with Jesus, we might see a rainbow.”  
Elisabeth Elliot 

 


