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Sermon Notes 

1. Build on the sure foundation:  v. 9-12  

2. Work toward your reward:  v. 13-15 

3. Respect the temple of God: v. 16-17   

4. Live to your potential: v. 18-23  
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QUESTIONS 

ICEBREAKER:  What was the best sports game you attended? 

1. Why is the illustration of a building such an effective metaphor for discipleship ministry [1 
Corinthians 3:9-15]? Also, consider Romans 14:19; Ephesians 2:19-22; and Ephesians 4:11-16. 

2. 1 Corinthians 3:10 exhorts believers to “take care how [one] builds upon” the foundation of Jesus 
Christ [1 Corinthians 3:11]. How would you build “carefully”? What would you include in your 
“building project” [cf. Psalm 15; Hebrews 6:1-2; and Jude 1:20-23]? 

3. The list of spiritual building items can be divided into beautiful, lasting materials (i.e., gold, silver, 
precious stones) versus common, temporary materials (i.e., wood, hay, straw). What qualifies as 
“lasting”, and what qualifies as temporary [cf. Matthew 10:40-42; Romans 16:17-18; and 2 Timothy 4:3-
4]? 

4. According to 1 Corinthians 3:13, there is coming a time known as “the Day”. What Day is being 
referred to, what will happen on that Day, and why does it matter [cf. Isaiah 61:1-11; Malachi 3:2-4; and 
2 Peter 3:1-13]? 

5. Why is “fire” a fitting metaphor for the Day of Judgment [1 Corinthians 3:13-15]? Also consult 
Zechariah 13:9; 2 Thessalonians 1:8; and 1 Peter 1:7. 

6. How does the reality of spiritual rewards and losses motivate you to build your life and ministry 
wisely [1 Corinthians 3:14-15]? What kind of work will be rewarded? What kind will lose rewards [cf. 1 
Corinthians 4:5; Galatians 6:4; and 1 Peter 5:4]? 

7. What did you find helpful or challenging about this Sunday’s message? 

 

“Let us remember, there is One who daily records all we do for Him, and sees more beauty 
in His servants' work than His servants do themselves...And then shall His faithful witnesses 

discover, to their wonder and surprise, that there never was a word spoken on their 
Master's behalf, which does not receive a reward.” 

J. C. Ryle 

 


