
 
  
Pastor Deric Bartlett 
Sermon Notes 

1.   Grace overrules barriers (v. 1-10) 
     “He had to pass through Samaria” 
 
 
 
2.   Grace waits for and with others (v. 4-7) 
      “Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. 
       It was about the sixth hour. A woman from Samaria came to draw water.” 
 
 
 
3.   Grace heightens spiritual thirst (v.15-21)  
      “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the water       
       that I will give him will never be thirsty again.” 
 
 
 
4.  Grace embraces difficult topics (v. 16-19) 
    “Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 
 
 
 
5.  Grace avoids distracting debates (v. 1-3; 19ff) 
    “Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where  
     people ought to worship.” 
 
 
 
6.  Grace magnifies Jesus (v. 25-26)   
     The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ).  
     When he comes, he will tell us all things.” Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.” 
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QUESTIONS 
 

ICEBREAKER:  What are you best at fixing? 

1. It was not geographically necessary for Jesus to pass through Samaria [John 4:4], yet He chose 
to do so. Why was this decision remarkable considering the ancient animosity that existed 
between Jews and Samaritans? What do you learn from Jesus about breaking down barriers [cf. 
Acts 10:34-35; Romans 2:9-11; and James 2:1-13]? 

2. What do you make of John’s observation that Jesus was “wearied” from his journey” in John 
4:6? What does this indicate about Jesus’ humanity that He experienced fatigue from physical 
exertion just as we do [cf. Matthew 4:2; John 19:28; and Hebrews 2:17-18]? 

3. Why did the Samaritan woman seem surprised when Jesus asked her for a drink [John 4:7-9]? 
What does the context reveal about her life circumstances? What was counter-cultural about 
Jesus’ actions [cf. Matthew 5:13-16; John 9:35-39; and Romans 12:16]? 

4. Why is Jesus’ use of the thirst-quenching properties of water such a potent metaphor for 
sharing the good news about Him [John 4:10-15]? How can you use this approach with people 
today [cf. Isaiah 55:1-13; John 7:37-39; and Revelation 21:6]? 

5. Jesus exposed the Samaritan woman’s deepest thirst – to be loved [John 4:16-18]. She was a 
moral mess, yet He treated her with gracious compassion. What does Jesus’ approach teach 
you about treating others with grace AND truth [cf. Acts 13:44-49; Acts 17:16-34; and Acts 
24:24-25]? 

6. It is astonishing that two of the Bible’s key verses about the nature of worship were privately 
uttered by Jesus to this lowly, broken, unnamed Samaritan woman [John 4:23-24]. According 
to this passage, what is worship, why is worship our primary responsibility, and how must it be 
offered [cf. Psalm 100:1-5; Isaiah 6:1-8; and Revelation 14:6-7]? 

7. What did you find helpful or challenging about this Sunday’s message? 

“Christ is not a reservoir but a spring. His life is continual, active, and ever passing on 
with an outflow as necessary as its inflow. If we do not perpetually draw the fresh 

supply from the living Fountain, we shall either grow stagnant or empty. It is, therefore, 
not so much a perpetual fullness as a perpetual filling.”  

A. B. Simpson 

  

 


