
Heirloom DNA
TODAY’S READING:  1 Peter 1:23-25 (NIV)

by Kathy Mawhorter

There is a segment of the horticultural community that is committed to 
preserving heirloom seeds and plants and I'm thankful they do. An 
heirloom seed is seed from a plant that has been passed from one 

generation to another, carefully grown and saved because it is considered 
valuable.  Many heirlooms have been grown, saved and passed down for more 
than 100 years. Some have history reaching back 300 plus years. There is much 
talk in the food realm of staying away from GMOs and eating organic, untainted 
produce.  The grocery store’s Red Delicious apples of today are certainly better 
looking than they used to be, but don't taste better.  I would be happier  with a bumpy, juicy, crisp heirloom apple 
any day.

God's Word, His living Word, is the heirloom seed for our spiritual sustenance.  It's amazing to me to have a book (or 
collection of books) that has stood the test of time and has remained as current and relevant today as when it was 
written.  Scholars have kept His words true to current language while God's Word and its message has endured the 
centuries.  There aren't many books I would reread, even books I've really enjoyed.  But God's Word is new every 
morning.  The brilliance, diversity, complexity and simplicity of His Word will never be fully understood by the 
human mind.  And that is why we can read the Bible every day for years and still benefit from the heirloom DNA 
displayed in this marvellous book. 

1 Peter 2 then begins with the word, “therefore”, and lists some things we should get rid of and some things we 
should do.  “Therefore” should be our go to word whenever we spend time in God's living, enduring Word.  
Therefore, how shall I conduct my day?  Is God trying to instruct, direct, encourage, challenge or rebuke?  We don't 
have a lot of control over how we benefit from eating an apple, but we do have the privilege of choosing engagement 
with and application of God's Word for our spiritual development.

Just as we eat apples not only for the taste but also for the nutrition, so should we spend time with God for the 
relationship that leads to the outworking of our lives. What an amazing heritage it is to have God's living, enduring 
Word at our fingertips!

So this fall, why not curl up with a crunchy, juicy apple (maybe even an heirloom apple) and God's Word? As you 
do, may you be sustained, encouraged, challenged as you move forward in hope … and always say, “therefore”.

—Kathy Mawhorter and her husband Mike have served in Fellowship churches in Ontario and British Columbia since 
1981.  They are currently at Ladner Baptist, Ladner, BC and have the joy of serving alongside some of their four  
married children and their spouses.  Eight of their 15 grandchildren live within a few blocks so Kathy gets to play  
Grandma on a regular basis.

“For you have been 
born again, not of 
perishable seed, but of 
imperishable, through 
the living and enduring 
word of God. ”
            —1 Peter 1:23

God’s Word sustains, encourages and challenges us.
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