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OVER >

1.  Jesus  _______________________________________ the love 
of God v.11

3. In verse 15, John seems to be echoing Jesus’ teaching from Matthew 
5:21-22. John obviously takes Jesus’ lesson seriously. How would you 
explain this lesson to a brother that hating your brother is the same as 
murder? 

4. John used Jesus and Cain as contrasting examples of the “love/hate 
spectrum” and now Jesus is our example of how far we should be willing to 
go regarding our love for our brothers. (v.16) What would this kind of love, a 
willingness to die for someone else, look like in our church today?

5. While kind, encouraging, loving words are certainly valuable and 
important, John says that words alone are not enough. We need to also 
love “in deed and in truth.” (v.18) What are some ways we try to love without 
giving or really caring, and how could we turn them around into truly caring 
gifts of love? 

“He hath loved us before the foundation of the world, a love so ancient it 
cannot have been born of any human cause.” -- Charles Spurgeon

Introduction



2.  Faith _________________________________________________ the love 
of God v.12-15

3. Generosity_____________________________________________ the love 
of God v.16-18

Ice Breaker: We hear a lot about love in the media and the world around us. It seems 
that love referred to these days is an emotion that leads to selfi sh actions. Here in 
this passage, John refers to love as motivation for selfl ess action. Communion is our 
regular remembrance of the supreme example of love in a selfl ess action. Jesus Christ 
demonstrated His love for you and me in His willing, personal sacrifi ce on the Cross. 

When was the last time you put love into real action? How about love in action that 
didn’t directly benefi t you? 

1. Jesus is the great example of how “we should love one another” in verse 11. What 
have you learned from Jesus’ example and what is it about His example of love that 
is so compelling? 

2. What is it that identifi es believers and sets them apart from the rest of the world? 
(v.12-15)  How will the world identify you as a Christian? 
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Questions
Please read 1 John 3:11-18.


